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— Thumbs up: To all the volunteers and organizeth®Blue Earth and Nicollet County Humane Society
who have put together a capital campaign to buiéw shelter.

Construction has started on the new facility, amtes $800,000 of the needed $1.2 million for thdtehéas
been raised. The group also raised $5,000 fromefeo the dog mayor contest that was an innovati
fun way for the community to get involved in thissthwhile effort.

Various groups and members of the community haveldped fundraisers for the shelter. In June,
organizers hosted a “Cats and Dogs Alley Partyhasical entertainment in Old Town that helped raise
money. School children have also come up with wayaise $1,000 here and there. And the Humane
Society continues to sell memorial bricks and psweerpart of the new shelter. The late Shirley @dgr
donated funds to buy the land for the project.

For years, the stray, lost and abused animals lbese crowded intthe small animal shelter in Mankato. -
community effort to build a new shelter will goan way to providing these animals a more comfdetab
place to stay until they are adopted.

Big wind farm planned

Thumbs up: To plans for the state’s largest winchfaear Albert Lea.

Harnessing power from the wind-rich areas of sautihinnesota is an important part of increasingrgyne
independence.

Wisconsin Power & Light Co., a subsidiary of Madidmased Alliant Energy, is backing the $500 million
project that would put turbines on 32,500 acre® flinbines would generate about 200 megawatts of
electricity, enough to power 50,000 homes.

The cost of the wind farm would be paid by addex$ fier some Wisconsin electric and natural gas
customers.

The power generated would go toward meeting Wisotneequirements that the state get 10 perceiis of
energy from renewable sources by 2015.

While the turbines would provide power for Wiscanghe construction, maintenance jobs and addextax
would be a boost for Minnesota. And, when it coteeimcreasing the amount of alternative power estat
borders should make no difference — less dependamceal and oil is a positive for everyone.

Hail to the country church

Thumbs up: To the members of the St. Henry Catl@iiarch in rural Le Center for their faithful ancktess
efforts to keep the church alive and celebrateutcess.

The church recently celebrated its 150th annivgrsar

Old country churches are a classic part of the Esota countryside. Their presence and existenog hri
little reminder of the land’s beauty as they sitogg rows of corn, soybeaasd groves of trees. They kee|
place memories of those who rang the bells decagiesvith their quaint cemeteries along country soad
The Le Center church has maybe 40 to 50 familigaesbers, but they still keep their faith goinghnoine
Sunday morning service a week from a visiting pasto

These parishioners give new meaning to the idéaithfin God and country.

— Free Press staff

Community pulled together for Fourth
Thumbs up: Thank you to all the people that nthe Fourth of July 2009 fireworks event poss

http://lwww.mankat-freepress.com/archivesearch/local story 1920018#48rksources... 10/1/200!



Our View— Humane society efforts succes: Page2 of 2

There was a 5-year-old at the event who lost hbefaluly 1 who described the evening as “the ingsit of
my life.”

For that sentiment, we are all grateful and appta@ in that the Mankato community pulled togethed
was successful in making so many people happy.

Shari Kagermeier
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