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Work begins on new animal shelter

By Robb Murray
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— A feat that seemed a few years ago to be an iniplitystook a giant step toward reality this wea&
construction crews broke ground and began instpfiswer lines for the new Blue Earth Nicollet Cqunt
Humane Society shelter.

Katherine Nelson, a BENCHS board member, saidlibéies has raised $630,000 since June toward @bk go
of $1.2 million. Ground work is expected to contrfor the next few weeks, and the shelter is sdeedo
be built in March.

“I didn’t think it would ever happen,” Nelson said.

Nearly half the funds necessary to pay for thetsl remain to be raised, but Nelson said they remain
optimistic the balance will come.

They've also recently launched a campaign to raisds through the sale of bricks and paver staBeeks
are $500 and pavers are $1,000, and buyers cartligiv@ames or a personal message chiseled iato th
bricks and pavers.

One group heard about the brick and paver projetigat to work immediately. Bridges Community Sdhoo
after a week of creative fundraising, donated $1 20d will have a paver chiseled with the schoadime on
it.

Nelson said the shelter is also applying for grémtselp get th fundraising effort to that $1.2 million
threshold.

The shelter sits on a piece of property that, sitscpurchase, has increased in value and visibilihe land,
purchased with funds donated by the late Shirlegr@dy, sits off Highway 169 near the Living Links
building and Mankato Harley Davidson.

“She really wasn't that known to the shelter,” Neisaid, “but | guess the shelter was known td’her.

A walking path has been installed in the yearsesthe lot purchase, which will provide an idealatian for
shelter dogs to take walks. That path also leatlset@ity’s dog park, another potential resouraestelter
dogs.

BENCHS is a “no kill” pet shelter. It has served Mankato area for 22 years.
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Construction began this week on the ground workHemew Blue Earth Nicollet County Humane Society.
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