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Spring!
Spring is just around the corner, and
the shelter is becoming even
livelier. The dogs are excited about
being able to be outside in the
warmer weather, the backyard will soon show signs of
plants and flowers returning after the long winter, and the
Wine, Beer, and Chocolate Tasting Event is only a few
weeks away. The shelter itself is in need of a good
Spring cleaning!
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In February, the board revised our staffing structure and
the shelter is running smoothly. Well, as smoothly as
can be expected with over 100 animals that need care.
As hardworking as the staff is, we need to rely on
volunteers for many tasks as well. If you have
completed our volunteer interest form and haven’t been
contacted yet, be patient. It’s been our practice to send
an email to volunteers to let them know when we need
them. Keep an eye on your email for Spring
opportunities.
If you are able to help us out financially, please consider
making a donation to SOS- Save our Smiles, a special
campaign to cover the cost of dental work for several of
our dogs and cats.
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As I write this, I have completed my
first two full weeks at the shelter. I
already feel completely at home.
Everyone I have met has made me
feel so welcome. It has been a
whirlwind of education for me, but
when you love what you're learning it
makes retaining the knowledge so much easier. While I
have been a lover of animals my whole life, I currently
reside with two cats, one Chihuahua, one rabbit, and a
horse (he lives outside). My career history has a strong
customer service and management background. I
should mention that my husband and I live in rural Le
Sueur with our 9-year-old son along with the fur babies
previously mentioned. Well, now you know a little about
me, and I look forward to learning more about you!
Molly

2014 Bowlathon

The K-9s were the winners of
the BENCHS Bowlathon at
the WOW Zone. 10 teams
participated and raised
$3,214! Thank you, bowlers!

Thank You Downtown
HyVee

SOS - Save our Smiles
Elan is a 1 ½-year-old, quiet, laid-back
boy who came to us from LightShine
Rescue in South Dakota. He came
with no collar, no shots, no home, and
in severe pain. Most of his life, Elan
was kept caged. Either from anxiety or
boredom, he tried to chew his way out of the cage. As a
result, two of his four canine teeth are broken and his
front teeth are worn down leaving the nerve ends
exposed. If you have ever had a toothache, you know
that pain medication can help, but is not a solution to the
problem. Elan needs extensive, specialized dental work
to live out the long, healthy life he deserves. The work
requires special tools to avoid breaking Elan’s jaw. The
estimated cost is up to $3,000!
Sharkey is an adorable, elderly Sheltie who has a
potential home but can't be adopted until he gets a clean
bill of health. That will require a dental cleaning and a
few extractions.
Missy, Rusty Rose, DeNiro, Betty Lou,
and 3 new feline arrivals also require
a visit to the veterinarian for dental
work before they are available for
adoption.
Here is where you come in. BENCHS

The first weekend in March,
Downtown HyVee held a
fundraiser for BENCHS
offering shoppers an
opportunity to purchase bags
of food, toys, and treats for
the animals at the shelter.
The donations filled a HyVee
van! Check out the video!
Thank you HyVee and the
HyVee shoppers who
donated.

Upcoming Events
Wine, Beer, and Chocolate
Tasting Event
April 9 6-8:30pm
Dog Walker Training
April 19 and 26
By Invitation Only
Alyssa Sue Memorial Dog
Walk
May 17
BENCHS Annual Plant Sale
and Bake Sale
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is asking for donations to cover these
dental expenses that would allow Elan to become part of
a family where he can live out the rest of his life pain free
and would allow us to save the smiles of Sharkey and
the cats.
Please dig into your pockets, purses, wallets, and couch
cushions to give these animals another chance. Every
little bit will help us reach our goal of $8,000. Click here
to donate

May 30
BENCHS Colossal
Unbelievable Garage Sale
Drop Off begins July 8
Sale Dates
July 17-19

Painless Giving
Amazon Smiles_

Wine, Beer and Chocolate Tasting
This popular event will be held on April
9 from 6-8:30 pm at Country Inn and
Suites. The evening includes unlimited
wine, beer and chocolate tasting plus
dessert and hors d'oeuvres provided by
local restaurants and caterers. Tickets
are limited and the event sells out. Get
your tickets early!
Advanced tickets are $25 and available online or at MGM
Liquor Warehouse. Pre-ordered tickets and any remaining
unsold tickets may be picked up at Riverside Regional Pet
Shelter, 1250 N. River Drive on Saturday, April 4 from 11
am-1 pm or Tuesday, April 7 from 5 pm-7 pm. They may
also be picked up at County Inn and Suites beginning at 5
pm on April 9.

Sign up for Amazon Smiles,
select BENCHS as your
charity and a donation if
made to BENCHS for each
qualifying purchase
WoofTrax
Load this app on your smart
phone, log in every time your
walk your dog or a shelter
dog and BENCHS receives a
donation based on the
number of miles walked.

Signup to
Volunteer Today!
Volunteers Needed:

The Silent Auction opens at 5:30 pm. Winning bids will be
announced at 8 pm. Here is a sample of the items that will
be available :

Pet Dental Care

Front Desk Help
We are in need of volunteers
to assist at the front desk
during dog walking hours. To
qualify for this volunteer
opportunity you must
1. Attend(ed) Dog Walker
Training prior to starting
2. Be available between 3:30
- 6 PM on either Sundays,
Mondays, Tuesdays, or
Wednesdays.
3. Commit to assisting at the
front desk for several months.
4. Prior customer service
experience a plus. Must be
friendly and able to
communicate with a variety
of personalities.
Groundskeeping/Gardening
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Regular dental care for your pet is essential to
preventing the major oral health issues our Save Our
Smiles dogs and cats are experiencing. Daily tooth
brushing, chew treats and toys, and crunchy dog food
can all help prevent the tartar build-up in a dog's mouth
that can lead to gum disease and potential tooth loss.
Cats also can benefit from a daily brushing. Click here
for information on dog dental care or here for cat dental
care.

Help with getting our grounds
looking beautiful.
Events
Plant and Bake Sale - Set up,
sales, baking
Spring Bake Sale - Date to be
determined - Baking
Garage Sale - Sorting,
Marking, Selling and
Clean -up

Happy Tales
Quincy
A 5-year-old Cairn terrier named
Quincy did not have a promising
future. He had been adopted twice
and was returned to the shelter both
times. His serious aggression issues
made even his experienced foster
mother wonder if she could take on this particular
challenge. The treat of a McDonald’s hamburger made
Quincy warm up enough that his foster mother took him
home to her husband and four other dogs. Time and
patience helped Quincy to get along with humans and
animals enough that he was adopted by a visiting retired
couple from Maryland. They enjoy Quincy’s antics,
particularly in the snow, remarking that even though you
can take the dog out of Minnesota, you can’t take
Minnesota out of the dog. Read more about Quincy.

Molly, the Remarkable Morkie
Molly came from impound to the
shelter in October 2014 looking a
bit bedraggled. She had been in a
fight and needed medical
attention to remove her right eye.
It had been a long time since she
had been groomed. The eye was taken care of and she
was healing well. She was given a haircut and a bath.
But, Molly had additional challenges. She was born
without a right back foot and her left back foot had only
two toes. Molly did not let these minor issues keep her
from being an adorable, charming, and normal dog.
While awaiting her forever home, Molly hung out in the
shelter office. When a large influx of puppies and dogs
came to the shelter in December, it was time for Molly to
move to a foster home. Molly went home with Pat,
charmed Pat’s husband and settled in with their

Volunteer -Other
Transporting animals
Make Lunch for Mobile
Clinics - Twice each month
we have mobile clinics and
like to provide lunch! Would
you make lunch for 12?
Sandwiches or casserole,
fruit,cookies or bars. Contact
susan.kroon@gmail.com

Shelter Wish List
Here are a few things that we
could use at the shelter, If
you would like to donate any
of these items, please drop
them off at the shelter.

Small power drill
White erasers
Dawn dish soap
Broom

Donate
Become a Member of
BENCHS
Kibble Klub Sustaining
Membership
Special Funds
Make a Contribution
SOS -Save our Smiles
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11-year-old Springer. Pat says she knew at the start that
Molly had adopted them. They have just completed the
Basic Obedience class at Key City Kennel Club. Molly’s
disabilities have not kept her from running in the yard,
often on only her front legs, and playing fetch. She is
also great at cuddling! Molly does best at being her
remarkable self and she has found her forever home with
Pat, Duane, and Bessie.

Board of Directors
Susan Kroon - President
Judi Wendt - V. President
Pat BIeber - Secretary
Kathy Mork - Treasurer
Steve Mork - Director

Have You Ever Wondered?
How much does it cost to care for the shelter animals each
month?
In February, the shelter spent $8,261 on vet care and
supplies and $2,350 on food and kitty litter.

Blue Earth Nicollet County Humane Society
Happily at home at 1250 North Drive, Mankato, MN • 507.625.6373
www.benchs.org

rrps@hickorytech.net

https://smile.amazon.com/
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