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BLUE EARTH NICOLLET COUNTY HUMANE SOCIETY
October 2016

Keep Reading
It’s beginning to look a lot like October at
BENCHS. Our beautiful gardens have been
readied for winter. The dog walkers are
wearing sweatshirts. And our volunteers are
preparing for our busiest fundraising months
of the year. Give to the Max Day is Nov. 17.
This year we are also holding an online
photo contest, Is Your Pet the Star?, with the winners being
featured on our tree at Kiwanis Holiday Lights at Sibley Park in
December. Volunteer opportunities abound
Don’t miss any of the exciting stuff that is going on at BENCHS.
Read to the end of this edition. And look for a spot that you can
join us as we approach the end of the year and our goal of rescuing
1000 animals in 2016.

Every Bowl Here Represents a Dog
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Every bowl here represents a dog at the shelter without a home.
Tonight.

Donate
Volunteer

Some of these dogs probably won't eat the food I put in front of
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them. Not even the treats. A lot of them are new and they miss
what they had. Some of these dogs ate their food so fast that they
almost choked. They are thankful for food.
We take pictures, we get close, we open our hearts to theirs. We
know their stories, Sometimes.we know stories we wish we didn't
know. We heal wounds that literally make us sick. One of those
bowls represents a dog who was shot. Every bowl here represents
a dog who will find a home. It may take longer for some of them,
but we have hope. We cling to hope like a balloon, a balloon that
we can't let go of. We wait for that moment, that person, that
connection, that breakthrough. We try to make that video. Capture
that look. Write their personality out in letters that someone will
like. Try to make them feel safe, happy, secure, loved. When they
are ready, we are ready. But we will always wait for that moment
because we know that it takes time to heal. Every dog is different.
But every dog's needs are the same.
Today our staff felt discouraged because some of the newer dogs
don't feel safe yet. So we go slow. Sometimes we go extra slow.
But we remind these animals every day when they avoid us, when
they look away, when they're feeling lost- this is a half way point to
your new life. This is not a bad place; this is a place of new
beginnings. This is a place where you are safe. You are safe in all
ways. Take the time you need. When you're ready for that next
step, we'll know.
They are surrounded by advocates, by aunties, by staff, by
supporters like you- who rally, hope, network and commit to
helping the homeless pets in Mankato until there are none. Tonight
I look at these bowls of food, and watched them turn into balloons
of hope.

Business Partnerships

True Value warehouse donated
1 1/2 pallets of Taste of the Wild
dog food. It filled the back end of
a pickup. The food we couldn't
use was donated to other local
animal rescues.
Help support BENCHS by
shopping at your local True Value
Hardware store.
Click here to find a store.

Wish List
Salt Free Chicken & Beef Broth
Unflavored Pedialyte
Liquid Laundry Soap
Cereal Containers

-Terri Hanson - BENCHS Adoption Specialist

Is Your Pet the Star? Photo Contest

Past Events
Cool Cats and Hot Diggity
Dogs
Volunteer Appreciation Event
Oct 16, 2016
BENCHS photo contest, Is Your Pet the Star? is running until
November 8 at www.gogophotocontest.com/benchs. The entry fee
of $10 allows you to submit a photo of your favorite cat or dog,

She wore an itsy bitsy teeny
weeny yellow polka dot bikini.
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receive 10 automatic votes for your pet and use built-in social
sharing tools to campaign for additional votes. Your friends will
receive an invite via email, Facebook, or Twitter to donate $1 per
vote on your entry.
1ST PRIZE
Your pet's photo as the large star on top the BENCHS tree at the
Kiwanis Holiday Lights Festival (which will be viewed by over
180,000 people), Star delivered to you after the festival, bragging
rights for a year!
2ND & 3RD PRIZES
Your pet's photo as a large ornament (with prominent placement)
on the BENCHS tree at the Kiwanis Holiday Lights Festival,
ornament delivered to you after the festival.
4TH-10TH PRIZES
Your pet's photo as a medium ornament on the BENCHS tree at the
Kiwanis Holiday Lights Festival. Ornament will be available for pick
up at BENCHS after the festival.

Our volunteers
don' t dress
like that when
they come to
volunteer at
BENCHS but
that is what
they saw when
they watched XYZ Live put on a
60's show for them at Christ the
King Lutheran Church. Our very
own Steve Mork was a part of
this great show. Dressed in 60's
dress this group sang their way
through a fun and comical
afternoon. Home baked treats
were provided by Donna
Peterson.

RECEIVE 25 VOTES OR MORE
Everyone who raises $25 will have your pet's photo on a small
ornament on BENCHS tree at the Kiwanis Holiday Lights Festival.
Ornament will be available for pick up at BENCHS after the festival.
Trick or Treat Paws Walk
Oct 8
St. Peter

Kiwanis Holiday Lights
Once again, BENCHS will be participating in the
Kiwanis Holiday Lights set up, staffing, and
parade. This will be our fourth year taking part in
this marvelous community tradition which takes
place Friday, Nov. 25 through Saturday. Dec. 31,
2016. We are seeking volunteers to set up the displays and staff
the event during visiting hours each night. BENCHS will have a
tree decorated in a long row of non-profit trees. This year’s tree will
feature the winners of our “Is Your Pet the Start?” Photo contest.
Donations collected from guests are shared by the non-profits; the
percentage earned is based on the amount of hours dedicated.
Working on set up and helping during the event makes for a great
holiday experience for the entire family. Last year BENCHS
received over $1000 from the efforts of our volunteers.
Set up dates are October 29 & 30, Nov. 5 & 6. We are allowed 4
volunteers for each shift, so sign up early! We also need BENCHS
volunteers to work at the event on December 10 and 16. We are
allowed 4 volunteers for each shift, so sign up early! If you would

Upcoming Events
Is Your Pet the Star Photo
Contest
Now through Nov. 8
Enter the contest at:
www.gogophotocontest.com/benchs.
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like to volunteer, click here for more information and sign up. Or
contact Susan at susan.kroon@gmail.com

GIve to the Max Day
November 17
Donations can be made
beginning Nov. 1 at
www.givemn.org

Give to the Max
Each year, generous supporters like you
celebrate Give to the Max Day by making an
online donation on GiveMN.org. Your generosity
on this day makes a difference far beyond the
24-hour giving event.
This year we set a goal of rescuing 1,000
animals. Our cost just for staff and veterinary care for these cats
and dogs in almost $225,000. We are fortunate to have so many
generous givers at this time of year.
GiveMN offers Golden Tickets as in incentive to donors. Each hour
on Give to the Max Day, one Golden Ticket of $1,000 will be
awarded through a random drawing of all donations transacted
online during the previous hour.
Additionally, two Super-Sized Golden Tickets of $10,000 each will
be awarded. The first will be drawn randomly from all donations
scheduled through GiveMN.org between 12:00am November 1,
2016 and 11:59pm on November 16, 2016. The second will be
drawn randomly from all gifts transacted on November 17, 2016.
Giving to BENCHS is easy. Donors can simply go online to
GiveMN.org between Nov. 1 and Nov. 17, find Blue Earth Nicollet
County Humane Society, and make a donation. Or just click on
any GiveMN.org in this newsletter Donors who would like to make
their donation in person can come to the building on November 17
with cash, check or credit card and the board of directors of
BENCHS will be there to thank them. Watch the website for more
information about BENCHS Give to the Max Day activities and
special incentives. Please help us continue to care for the hundreds
of animals we place in forever homes every year.

Holiday Bake Sale
Dec. 3
Pet Expo

Vital Statistics
September Adoptions
Cats & Kittens - 49
Dogs & Puppies - 18
Total - 67

Treasury Notes
September Income Statement
Operations Income: $19,640
Operations Expenses: $29,909
Net Income (Loss) ($ 10,269)

Painless Giving
Amazon Smiles
Are you an Amazon addict? Click the
link above to register for Amazon
Smile and 5% of your purchases will
go to BENCHS

WoofTrax

Holiday Bake Sale
BENCHS will be holding its annual Holiday
Bake Sale at Pet Expo on Saturday Dec.3
from 9am - 4pm. We are seeking volunteers
to bake their favorite holiday cookie, bar,
cake, or bread. The baked goods should be
packaged and labeled. If your bars or

Add this app to your mobile phone,
turn it on whenever you take a walk
and BENCHS will receive a donation
for every mile that you walk. Great
for your, your dog and BENCHS.
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cookies include nuts or your bread is gluten free, please indicate on
the label. You may even want to include the recipe. If you love to
bake, here is your opportunity to help the animals at BENCHS.

Super Kids

Apply to Volunteer
Dog Walkers
Orientation Session at 3:30pm on
dog walking days. All dog walkers
are required to attend a session.
Sign up for Dog Walker Training
during orientation
Front Desk Receptionist

Gobby, Chloe, Esther, Collette
and Ella had a cookie stand in
their neighborhood and raised
$60 for BENCHS.

Data Entry
Work with staff to enter data into our
ShelterManager database during
animal intake.
Cleaners
Yard Work, Snow Removal
Check "Groundskeeping/Gardening"
on the volunteer interest form

Donate
Happy Tails
Joy
Joy, one of our adoptable dogs and
longest resident has been at training for
about a month now. We have decided to
extend her training for an additional 2
weeks. They had some additional
techniques that they wanted to
implement but needed some more time
with her. This has been a large expense
for us (about $2,000) but was something that Joy needed in order
to be more adoptable.
She came to us as an unclaimed county stray back in April and had
absolutely no prospect for adoption due to her wild behavior. Look
at her now! She is literally unrecognizable!

Become a Member of BENCHS
Membership - $35
individual/family
Kibble Klub Sustaining
Membership
Sustaining members begin at $10
per month
Special Funds
Sponsor a Pet
Spay/Neuter Fund
Vet & Vaccine Fund
Make a Contribution
Support the shelter with a
donation or memorial

Check out these links to her video and a spot where you can
donate to help us cover her cost of training.
Video: Joy's Obedience Training Donate for Joy's Tuition
We are a no kill shelter and will do everything in our power to help
dogs like Joy find the perfect home. Joy was given up on once
when her owner just let her go- but this video proves that EVERY
dog has potential to do great and incredible things! We are SO

11/17/2016 7:16 PM

6 of 6

http://www3.thedatabank.com/dbanksql/ems-admin/powermail/HTMLEd...

unbelievably proud of her! -Terri Hanson

Tiggy

Tyler Laduke began cleaning cat condos four
days a week, over this past summer.
During his daily visits, he noticed Tiggy, a ten
year old cat who had been at the shelter for 22
weeks, since April. Tiggy was older than most of
his condo mates and would keep to himself, as
expected from most senior cats.
When Tyler would clean Tiggy’s condo, Tiggy
would hide from him. Tiggy’s shyness drew Tyler’s interest, who
enjoys helping people and animals. Volunteering at BENCHS is a
passion of his. Tyler finally adopted Tiggy early in October.
“Tiggy is my best friend. He’s perfect for me!” Said Tyler, when
asked how he’s getting along with Tiggy.
Tyler would like to adopt another senior cat, “Hopefully next month,
so Tiggy has a buddy. Probably another senior kitty.”
Tiggy is more active now that he’s not in a condo with other cats.
Tyler said Tiggy is the sweetest cat he’s ever met, and they’re best
of friends.
-Kaleb North
See more Happy Tails on Facebook

Blue Earth Nicollet County Humane Society
Happily at home at 1250 North River Drive, Mankato, MN • 507.625.6373
Sign up to receive Paws for News e-newsletter
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