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MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD
In reflecting on what to say from the board to our community I was
stumped at first. I could recap the changes and challenges we had. I
can share the highs and lows but most of you keep an eye on us and see
what is going on. Then it hit me.
Thank you! We are so grateful! Your gift means the world to our program.
Your time you so generously gave is so valued. We are so blessed. Thank
you so very much. Sincerely grateful.
We are grateful for our wonderful volunteers.
We are grateful for our caring staff
We are so grateful for our excellent veterinarians
We are grateful to have a super charged board of directors
We are grateful for your donations of wish list items
We are grateful for your monetary support that moves this program ahead
daily!
Greater Mankato is a wonderful community that supports our homeless cats
and dogs
Thank you is the best thing I can think of to say!
And from the entire board I repeat.
THANK YOU!
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WELCOME OUR NEW EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
The Board of Directors of
Blue Earth Nicollet County
Humane Society
(BENCHS) is pleased to
announce new leadership
in the organization. The
Board of Directors conducted a national search at
the end of 2018 which generated 50 applicants. At
their monthly board meeting on Monday, January
14th, the Board of Directors introduced Andrew
Burk of North Mankato as
the shelter’s Executive Director.
Executive Director, Andrew Burk

Burk has a bachelor of arts
degree in Speech Communications from the University of Illinois Urbana. He
has spent his career in the
field of retail management,
customer service, market-

ing, and branding. Most
recently, he served as the
Store Manager for Lowe’s
Home Improvement in
Owatonna. Susan Kroon,
president of BENCHS’
Board of Directors, noted
that “Andrew brings a
wealth of leadership experience to the shelter.”

lead the shelter in communications with city and
county animal welfare
communities. BENCHS
currently maintains contracts for animal sheltering
services with City of Mankato. The board decided to
maintain the shelter’s manager position.

As the Executive Director
for BENCHS, Burk will
oversee overall management of the organization.
His experience in management, budget, operations,
and marketing will allow
BENCHS to plan more
effectively for the future
and introduce innovative
approaches to sharing our
mission. He will continue
the shelter’s efforts with
business partners, and will

Burk began his new role at
the shelter on January 9,
2019. The transition of
adding an Executive Director to the shelter management has been smooth
and effective. Burk said
Sunday, as he began his
career in animal welfare, “I
have found what I was
truly meant to do!” Burk
and his wife Brooke have
two little girls, as well as
rescue dogs of their own.

WHAT HAPPENED TO SUZY?
where that she went, she
“The reports of my death
have been greatly exagger- was never our executive
director. She was merely
ated.” Mark Twain
the volunteer President of
the Board of Directors who
This quote came to mind
performed all of duties of an
when I heard rumors that
Executive Director AND
Susan (Suzy) Kroon was
President because of her
retiring. For many of us,
passion for homeless dogs
Suzy has been the face of
and cats. And while she
BENCHS. And while we
spent countless hours nurhave hired an executive
turing BENCHS from a sheldirector, Suzy is not abandoning BENCHS or the ani- ter in a small house on
Madison Avenue to an enmals that she cares for so
ergy efficient, state of the
deeply. The truth is that,
art shelter near the Minnealthough we saw Suzy at
sota River, she was never
every BENCHS event, in
most media coverage, and paid a cent. Much like raispromoting BENCHS every- ing children, there is a time

to take a step back. Suzy is
allowing Andrew to take
over the day to day operations at the shelter. She
will continue in her role as
President providing the
leadership and passion that
BENCHS needs as we continue to grow.
So, Suzy is not retiring from
BENCHS. She’s just stepping back from shelter
operations and refocusing
on leading BENCHS to be
one of the best known shelters in the state. Who
knows, maybe even the
country.

“The reports of my
death have been
greatly exaggerated.”
Mark Twain

THANKS to our BUSINESS SUPPORTERS
Beautopia LLC
Buster's Bar and Grill
Country Inn & Suites
HyVee
Long Dog Apparel
Mankato Bearing Co.

Minnesota Valley Pet Hospital
Mom & Pop's Ice Cream
Nicollet Vet Clinic
Overhead Door of Mankato
PrimeSource Funding Inc

River Hills Pet Care Hospital
Robert W. Carlstrom Co
Scheels
Skarpohl Pressure Washer
Sales

Tailwind Group
Valley News Company
Weggy's on Campus
WOW Zone
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THANK YOU TO OUR MAJOR DONORS
Marge & Darrel Amberson
Joslin Anderson
Lois Anderson
Wayne & Mavis Anderson
Randy & Sandy Axzen
David & Kelly Backes
John & Jacquelin Bauernfiend
Sue Beenken
Tracy & Greg Beltz
Heidi Bendict
Ryan Berberich
Lee & Sara Beske
Sue Beyer
Sharon Bjornson
Kenneth & Yvonne Blinde
Harlan Bloomer
Marcy Bode
Ann Briard
Suzanne Bunkers
Sandra Butts
Helen Christianson

Kellian Clink
Tom & Laurie Drake
Mark & Sharon Eichten
Alan Eldridge
Randy & Char Ely
Richard & Kim Ernest

Wanda Foss
John & Susie Freed
John & Anne Frey
Mary Gaskins
Leslie Graham
Dan & Carol Greenwald
Sue Hamre
Michelle & Jim Hansen
Tom & Karen Hansen
Terry & Nilda Heinze
Anne Cheley Herlihy
Carol Hiler
Missy & Tom Hodapp
Eric & Heather Hohertz
John & Cindy Hoines
Jennifer Holm
Bryan Hurley
Nicole Jacobson
Debra James
Ginger Klenk
Joe & Jill Kratzke
Susan & Herb Kroon
Mike & Annissa Kuiper
Kristine & Bruce Kurtz
Sally Lamont

Laurie & Kevin Lloyd
Deborah Loppnow
Karen Luepke
Ryan & Jill McKeown
Steve & Kathy Mork
Patricia Murry
Ronda Natysin
Kim & Scott Neeb
Heidi & Robert Neumiller
Dennis Ninow
Larry & Diane Norland
Tania Olinger
David & Susan Ostlund
Judith Penhiter
Rae J Peterson
Shirley Peterson
Merlyn & Harriet Plotz
Catherine Rieff & Patrick
Touhey
Daphne Rippon
Jo & Mark Robbins
Patrick Rogers & Molly
Madden
Bailey Rolfsrud
Tammy Russow
Marie Sanderson

Betty Scheider
Harriet & Karl Schreiner
Kathryn Schrot
Diane Groen Sharits
Gayle & Mark Skarpohl
Mary & Ronnie Smyth
Paige Snover
Jedediah & Ruth Stqrk
William Steil & Nancy
Zwickey
Karen Stiles
Donald Strasser &
Melodie Andrews
Kevin & Jody Swanson
Vincent Tomlonovic
John & Karen Vanderhoof
Carolyn Vatndal
John Vogler
Kay & Dan Wallerich
Lynne & Richard Weber
Matthew Weber
Wanda Weber
Diane Wiley
Robin Wilke
Phyllis Wisen
Robert & Lexy Wood
Levi Zimmerman

These donors contributed $250 or more to BENCHS in 2018. Names listed in italics are monthly donors.

Thank You to all our donors.

A complete list of donors may be found on our website at www.benchs.org/

Did you know we spent over
$166,000 on vet bills alone
in 2018? Our supporters
help us continue to rescue
and save cats like Stimpy,
who require additional medical intervention prior to being adopted.

STIMPY’S STORY

Stimpy’s journey with us
began in May of 2017 when
he came in as a Mankato
city stray. His stay with us
turned into 217 days!
When Stimpy arrived, he
was showing signs of an
upper respiratory infection,
but as the months went by

he didn’t improve. It turned
out that he didn't have just a
“cat cold.” He went through
just about every common
antibiotic in the cat antibiotic list.
He also had about run the
through the whole list cat
upper respiratory problems.
Bordetella (better known as
dog kennel cough), Kiebsiella and Pasturella (both
are bacteria that cause
pneumonia).
Unfortunately, after being
treated for these, his
breathing was still raspy.
After a trip to the University

of Minnesota, Stimpy was
declared cleared of all
bacterial infections but
had residual damage to
his lungs.
Throughout the months,
Stimpy became a much
loved office cat at
BENCHS. Luckily, patience is virtue and his
reward was a great family
who adopted him just in
time for Christmas.
Stimpy’s story is one of
the special feel good stories we get to experience.
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SWEET SOUL SISTER: Rest in peace my sweet,
sweet girl
around the front yard sniffing for worldly clues
slowed. And for the past
few days, she’d only eat
her breakfast out of my
hand — which is something she did in her first
few days with us.
Usually when I pull into
the driveway, it only takes
a few seconds for two
happy canine heads to
pop up. When Sister
Robb Murray
came to live with us nearly
rmuray@mankatofreepress.com
two and a half years ago,
she learned quickly from
Oct 8, 2018
Henry T. Beagle that
when car doors are heard
Home for lunch, I pull into my shutting in the driveway,
driveway, slide my CR-V into
people are home, which
“park” and glance at the winfor Sister means more
dows. I’m looking for dogs.
head scratches, a refill on
I see a beagle, tail wagging,
the water bowl and a pair
tongue out. I do not see a
of legs to lay next to.
lab. And that’s what I was
But today, I see only one
afraid of.
dog in the window.
When I left the house this
I step inside and see Sismorning, Sister (the famous
ter laying on the floor. Her
Sister the Wonder Dog) was head rises slightly, her tail
struggling. Had been for
tries to wag. If she could,
days. The nudges for more
she’d be in her usual spot,
head scratches had slowed to so close to the front door
a lethargic trickle. Her tours

that it hits her in the face
upon opening it. It seems
like she wishes she were
there, too.
I call for her. “Come on,
Sis,” I say, encouragingly.
“Let’s go potty!”
I’m worried. The warning
signs have been building.
She is old and
arthritic. Her body is riddled with tumors. Her
heart — a fierce warrior —
has waged a years-long
war against heartworms.
She was supposed to be
dead a long time ago, but
cheated death time and
again.
But even the luckiest dog
eventually must relent to
the churning wheel of nature. And no one lives forever.
She gets up, of course,
because she always does
everything I ask of her.
Stumbling toward the
door, I wonder for a second if she’s just had a
senior moment, got clumsy, tripped a little like any

MEMORIALS
Gifts have been received in
memory of:
Adeline Hansen
Al Mellecker
Barb Hogan
Barbard Roberts Dircks
Beverly Pahl
Bill Edwards
Bill Maher
Bob Rolfes
Brian Lueck
Charlotte King
Dennis Davis
“Dolly” Boelter
Dorothy Voda
Dorothy Winter
Elizabeth Briley
Ernie Pleiss
Gary Zimmerman
George Patchin
Helen Evan
Herb Cummiskey
James Wilner
Jerry Plakke

of us might.
But as she heads out the door,
the wobbliness in her legs and
drunken sailorness of her gait
reveal this situation for what it
is.
As she squats to pee, she’s
only in position a few seconds
before her back legs give out,
mid-stream. A second later,
her front legs do the same,
and the front half of her body
falls over to the side. She can’t
move. Standing over this twisted mess — with cars driving
by and deadlines waiting back
at the office and family members wanting updates about
her — I kneel down near her,
stroke her head and say, “It’s
OK, sweetie. It’s OK. I hear
you.”
It’s over.
■■■
Regular readers of my column
know I’ve got a few topics I
return to again and again. Sister is one of them. This column, however, will obviously
be the last.

Gifts have been received in honor
of:
Jerry Wegman
John Michael Adolphson
Dr. Joseph Eckert
Judy Alexander
Katy Jacobe
Kris Mitchell
Linda Cloyd
Linda Greenwald
Loretta Jorgenson
Marjorie Fitterer
Mark Boudreau
Mary Bittick
Mary Johnson
Norma Miller
Pam Schreiner
Patricia Bruns
Penny Madsen
Randy Macgregor
Rich Boruff
Rick Giroux
Robert (Bob) Bratsch
Robert “Arnie” Nicklin
Rocky Schoenrock

Ronald Fisher
Ron Herz
Ruth Oliver
Shane Anderson
Sonja Stockdill
Sonja Swanson
Dr. Steve Anderson
Steve Sharits
Tena Wiens
Virginia Dehn
Jerry Workman
AND
Quist Foo Foo
Jake
Lacey
Lexi
Molly
Lizzie Sister
Lloyd
Millie
Derek
Cash
Mocha Cookie Rosie
Sarge Savannah
Lola,
Cuddles Tanner
Thumper TiggerJack Luke
Penny Akasha Ebony
Frida

Maddie Exline
Rhonda & Jeff Natysin
Brianna Falgren
Ella Hess
Lydia Fell
Simon Waynforth
Shannon Culhane
Mr. Miller & Ms. Lieske’s 5th
grade class at Washington
Steve & Melanie Van Roekel
Nicollet Vet
The Cloyd Family
Emma’s birthday
Pat Sorenson
Eric & Heather Hohertz
Merlie Arubush
Lois Wicklund
Kay C. Lamb
Pam Leinberger
Blue Sun Designs
AND
Cinder Derek Ivy Miranda
Diesel Punkin Simba
Puder Mabel, the rabbit
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VOLUNTEERS

Volunteers are a vital
piece of BENCHS program. Without volunteers , our dogs would
not be walked, our cats
would not be socialized,
and our common areas
would not be as clean.
We also rely on volunteers to staff all of our
fundraising events, stay
in contact with our supporters and keep our
gardens beautiful. Each
of the volunteers listed
donated more than 30
hours to BENCHS during
2018. Stared names
have put in more than
200 hours.

Katie Adelman
Shelli Allen
Marge Amberson *
Heather Anderson
Sue Beyer *
Sharon Bjornson *
Martha Bohrer *
Thomas Bohrer
Rande Bowman
Kelsey Brock
Danielle Burge
Debi Burger
Noah Caflisch
Staci Carlson *
Linda Coury *
Mitchell Cowans
Kristin Dauk *
Mary Duehring
Jeff Eaton *
Kathleen Felt
Laurie Folsom
Sarah Fox
Sharon Gilligan *
Allison Gustad
Maya Hastings
Ashley Hawkins *
Phillip Hawkins
Sarah Hermel,
Susan Hirvela
Brenda Hone
Pete Hunt
David Johnson
Brittany Kammerlander

Sheila Karels
Jacqueline Karsten
Christine Konradi
Tammy Krohn
Susan Kroon *
Pauline Kruger
Shay Kulla
Laurie Lloyd
Mackenzie Marso
John Marston
Terry Marten
Joshua Mazur
Sam McDonough
Serena Miller,
Linda Milow Riedell
Mary Mittelstadt *
Kathy Mork *
Steve Mork,*
Trisha Munsinger *
Ronda Natysin
Anastasia Nereson,
Cheryl Peterson
Rae J Peterson *
Dianne Phillips *
Amy E Reichel
Cathy Reiff
Anastasia Reino
Cindy Ringen
Jo Robbins
Gloria Robinson
Bob Rothenbuehler
Theresa Sedivy
Ryan Shirk

Pat Sorenson *
Lia Spencer
Chris Teskey
Jj Teskey
Nereida Villegas
Marcia Wahoske *
Bailey Weibel
Maisy A Weller
Mary Lyons Weller
Judi Wendt, *
Krista Wermerskirchen *
Robin Wilke *
Anne Williams
Mark Williams
Christine Winter
Mark Wright
Carrie Zempel
For a complete list of all
our volunteers, see our
website.

ABANDONED AND ALONE
Imagine being dropped
off at a hotel in a foreign
country, abandoned and
alone. The staff at the
hotel tries to make you
as comfortable as possible, but you don't speak
their language. They
serve food that you don't
like. Because you don't

know the area, you have
to stay in your room all
day...all night, only getting out for a short walk
twice a day (if you're
lucky). It is so loud and
noisy in the hotel that
you can't stand it. You're
not sure why your family
left you there, so you cry
for them.
In a short time, you become stressed. At meal
times, you are so anxious you aren't able to
eat. The wailing and crying from the people in
the rooms next door is

unbearable to hear. Others are screaming and
shouting to be let out of
their rooms when they
hear the staff go by. You
need something, something to help you calm
down. Something to do.
Something to keep your
mind busy.
The staff brings you
treats in a puzzle for you
to solve. They put a coat
on you that squeezes
and holds you tight. You
get a new stuffed animal
that is warm and cuddly.
It makes you happy to

feel the heartbeat of another.
Soon, you're starting to feel
better. Better enough to start
meeting some new people
who might want to take you
home! Maybe they'll be the
ones!
What you've experienced is
kennel stress. Many of the
animals at BENCHS experience some degree of kennel
stress during their stay.
There are ways we can help
them, but they cost money.
Your donation helps purchase these items that just
may help a dog or cat who's
experiencing kennel stress.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Last year BENCHS gave 1,342 animals
shelter and a safe place to wait for their
forever homes.
1,284 animals were adopted in 2018.
We always have awesome cats & dogs
that are waiting for that special family.
BENCHS uses foster homes for puppies
and kittens who are too young to be
adopted. This allows our foster parents
to begin training and socializing our little
ones. Fostering is also used for animals
that are undergoing medical treatments
and are not ready to be adopted. Foster
families cared for 556 BENCHS pets during 2018.
There were 317 kittens and puppies
born either at our shelter or a foster
home.
BENCHS is proud of our efforts to rescue
dogs that are heartworm positive. We
are often their only hope. In 2018, we
treated and placed 43 dogs into forever
homes. There are still 6 undergoing
treatment and ready to go home.
Through our partnership with spay/
neuter clinics, 334 animals were spayed
and 193 neutered.

FINANCIAL REPORTS

Turn the page upside down for the answers.
The number of BENCHS animals that were
spayed or neutered? ______
the number of heartworm positive dogs that
were treated BENCHS vet partners?
___________
the number of puppies and kittens that were
born in foster and at the shelter?
_____________
the number of animals who lived in foster
homes until they were ready to be adopted?
______________
how many animals BENCHS placed in their
forever homes in 2018? ______
the number of animals came through BENCHS
doors in 2018? ________
Can you guess:

ANIMAL STATISTICS
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IVORY MAY

She stole the hearts of many in
the community last spring.
Twelve days on the run...being
chased by strangers...searching
for food...cold and wet from
spring storms. Ivory, the Texas
transplant who escaped to the
streets of North Mankato the

minute her paws touched
the Minnesota ground. Remember Ivory? She was captured by a concerned community member who was
able to gain her trust. Was
she unadoptable...a flight
risk with extreme anxiety
and fear of strangers? No,
she wasn’t. She’s now Ivory
May and her life has
changed drastically.
Once a homeless dog, on the
list for euthanasia, Ivory
May is now a snowbird, enjoying winter in Arizona with

her family. With their love
and patience, she is learning
how to trust and to not be
so fearful. She loves swimming in the river and going
for walks in the desert.
When something scares her,
she runs to her family for
comfort and care. Everyone
thinks she’s beautiful and
sweet. Four months after
her her capture, Ivory May is
still stealing hearts...this
time, she’s stolen the hearts
of a family, her forever
family.

MAYCEE
Hello, my name is Maycee
and I’d like to share with you
how BENCHS saved my life.
My homeless puppies and I
were taken in by some very
kind people at a shelter in
Texas. One of the tests they
gave me was for Heartworm. I found out that
when that test came back
“positive” that I would never
have to take another test of
any kind again. Ever. What I
didn’t understand was that
because I had heartworm, I
would be euthanized as
soon as my puppies were
weaned. While I was thinking about what it would feel
like to go to sleep and never
wake up, my puppies and I
were putting into a crate
and loaded into a truck.
After a very long time, we
arrived at BENCHS. Boy,
that kennel they put us in
felt HUGE after being packed

in that truck. Everybody was
so nice to us. I got to go on
walks without the puppies,
had great meals and lots of
people stopped by to talk to
us. I was just getting used to
this new place, what we
were all packed into another
truck. This time, the trip to
our new foster home was
only a few minutes. And the
space we had was great!
My foster parents understood how annoying 7 week
old puppies can be and let
me have the run of the
house while the puppies
were kept in the play yard.
One evening when I woke
up from a nap, the house
was quiet. Where were the
puppies? Adopted! All of
them had found new, loving
homes. I got to go for lots of
rides in the car with my foster family, but one day the
ride was different. We went
to a place that smelled like

dogs and cats and medicine.
“This is it”, I thought.
“Today’s the day I go to
sleep and never wake up.” I
was pretty sad when my
foster dad left me at “the
vet”. They gave me a shot
that made me feel kind of
yucky, but I was awake! The
next day they gave me another shot, and then my
foster family picked up and
took me home. Yippee, my
own bed and blanket and
food dish. Just when I
thought I was finally settled,
I met a new lady named
Sharon. She liked me so
much that she ADOPTED
me. I got a brand new bed
by a window, a new crate to
sleep in and someone who
thinks I’m the most beautiful
dog in the world. At last, I
think my homeless days are
finally over.

BENCHS relies on many
families in the community
to foster dogs and cats in
need of care outside of
what the shelter provides.
Ivory was not only a flight
risk, she was heartworm
positive and needed treatment. She needed a foster
family. While in foster,
BENCHS continues to support the care of the animals in their care. Your
donations are a part of
success stories like Ivory
May’s.
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2019 CALENDAR
Valentine Rose Sale
February 13-14

$25 for a dozen roses with
chocolate hearts wrapped in
theme paper. Order online at
www.benchs.org.

March 3
Pins for Paws Bowling
Tournament
WOW Zone
April 25
Wine and Beer Tasting
Marriott Courtyard
NEW
Mankato
June Date TBD
BENCHS Annual Plant
Sale
Riverside Regional Pet Shelter
July
BENCHS 50th Anniversary
Party
Various events

September Date TBD
BENCHS Colossal
Unbelievable Garage Sale
600 Hope Street
Caledonia Community Center
Mankato
Volunteers & donated items
needed
September 29
Running for the Rescues 2
Dakota Meadows
November 14
Give to the Max Day
24 Hour donation marathon
Special events at BENCHS
Watch for more information on
these and other events:
Bake

BENCHS
is celebra
ti
rescuing
animals. ng 50 years of
A commit
being form
te
to help? ed to plan the part e is
Contact S
y. Want
uz
fo@bench
s.org or (5 y at in07)625-63
73

ADOPTION HOURS
Thursday & Friday - 3:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Saturday & Sunday - 12:00 p.m. - 5 p.m.
* Other times by appointment.

Sales—Spring and Winter

Fundraisers at Pizza Ranch, 1000
Degrees Pizza, WOW Zoe

PUBLIC DOG WALKING HOURS
Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday November. - February 3:00 pm - 5:00 pm
March - October: 3:30 pm - 6:00 pm
*First time walkers arrive 15 minutes early

