
In reflecting on what to say from the board to our community I was 
stumped at first. I could recap the changes and challenges we had. I 
can share the highs and lows but most of you keep an eye on us and see 
what is going on. Then it hit me.  
 
Thank you! We are so grateful! Your gift means the world to our program. 
Your time you so generously gave is so valued. We are so blessed. Thank 
you so very much. Sincerely grateful. 
 
We are grateful for our wonderful volunteers. 
We are grateful for our caring staff 
We are so grateful for our excellent veterinarians 
We are grateful to have a super charged board of directors 
We are grateful for your donations of wish list items 
We are grateful for your monetary support that moves this program ahead 
daily! 
Greater Mankato is a wonderful community that supports our homeless cats 
and dogs 
 
Thank you is the best thing I can think of to say! 
And from the entire board I repeat. 

THANK YOU! 

MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD 
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Executive Director, Andrew Burk 

ing, and branding. Most 
recently, he served as the 
Store Manager for Loweôs 
Home Improvement in 
Owatonna. Susan Kroon, 
president of BENCHSô 
Board of Directors, noted 
that ñAndrew brings a 
wealth of leadership expe-
rience to the shelter.ò  
 
As the Executive Director 
for BENCHS, Burk will 
oversee overall manage-
ment of the organization. 
His experience in manage-
ment, budget, operations, 
and marketing will allow 
BENCHS to plan more 
effectively for the future 
and introduce innovative 
approaches to sharing our 
mission. He will continue 
the shelterôs efforts with 
business partners, and will 

lead the shelter in commu-
nications with city and 
county animal welfare 
communities. BENCHS 
currently maintains con-
tracts for animal sheltering 
services with City of Man-
kato. The board decided to 
maintain the shelterôs man-
ager position.  
 
Burk began his new role at 
the shelter on January 9, 
2019. The transition of 
adding an Executive Direc-
tor to the shelter manage-
ment has been smooth 
and effective. Burk said 
Sunday, as he began his 
career in animal welfare, ñI 
have found what I was 
truly meant to do!ò Burk 
and his wife Brooke have 
two little girls, as well as 
rescue dogs of their own. 

where that she went, she 
was never our executive 
director.  She was merely 
the volunteer President of 
the Board of Directors who 
performed all of duties of an 
Executive Director AND 
President  because of her 
passion for homeless dogs 
and cats.  And while she 
spent countless hours nur-
turing BENCHS from a shel-
ter in a small house on 
Madison Avenue to an en-
ergy efficient, state of the 
art shelter near the Minne-
sota River, she was never 
paid a cent.   Much like rais-
ing children, there is a time 

ñThe reports of my death 
have been greatly exagger-
ated.ò Mark Twain 
 
This quote came to mind 
when I heard rumors that 
Susan (Suzy) Kroon was 
retiring. For many of us, 
Suzy has been the face of 
BENCHS.  And while we 
have hired an executive 
director, Suzy is not aban-
doning BENCHS or the ani-
mals that she cares for so 
deeply. The truth is that, 
although we saw Suzy at 
every BENCHS event, in 
most media coverage, and 
promoting BENCHS every-

to take a step back. Suzy is 
allowing Andrew to take 
over the day to day opera-
tions at the shelter.  She 
will continue in her role as 
President providing the 
leadership and passion that 
BENCHS needs as we con-
tinue to grow.   
So, Suzy is not retiring from 
BENCHS.  Sheôs just step-
ping back from shelter  
operations and refocusing 
on leading BENCHS to be 
one of the best known shel-
ters in the state. Who 
knows, maybe even the 
country. 

WELCOME OUR NEW EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

WHAT HAPPENED TO SUZY? 

òThe reports of my 
death have been 
greatly exaggerated.ó 
Mark Twain 
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The Board of Directors of 
Blue Earth Nicollet County 
Humane Society 
(BENCHS) is pleased to 
announce new leadership 
in the organization. The 
Board of Directors con-
ducted a national search at 
the end of 2018 which gen-
erated 50 applicants. At 
their monthly board meet-
ing on Monday, January 
14th, the Board of Direc-
tors introduced Andrew 
Burk of North Mankato as 
the shelterôs Executive Di-
rector.  
 
Burk has a bachelor of arts 
degree in Speech Commu-
nications from the Universi-
ty of Illinois Urbana. He 
has spent his career in the 
field of retail management, 
customer service, market-
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he didnôt improve. It turned 
out that he didn't have just a 
ñcat cold.ò He went through 
just about every common 
antibiotic in the cat antibi-
otic list. 
He also had about run the 
through the whole list cat 
upper respiratory problems. 
Bordetella (better known as 
dog kennel cough), Kieb-
siella and Pasturella (both 
are bacteria that cause 
pneumonia). 
Unfortunately, after being 
treated for these, his 
breathing was still raspy. 
After a trip to the University 

Did you know we spent over 
$166,000 on vet bills alone 
in 2018? Our supporters 
help us continue to rescue 
and save cats like Stimpy, 
who require additional medi-
cal intervention prior to be-
ing adopted.  
 
Stimpyôs journey with us 
began in May of 2017 when 
he came in as a Mankato 
city stray. His stay with us 
turned into 217 days! 
When Stimpy arrived, he 
was showing signs of an 
upper respiratory infection, 
but as the months went by 

of Minnesota, Stimpy was 
declared cleared of all 
bacterial infections but 
had residual damage to 
his lungs. 
Throughout the months, 
Stimpy became a much 
loved office cat at 
BENCHS. Luckily, pa-
tience is virtue and his 
reward was a great family 
who adopted him just in 
time for Christmas. 
Stimpyôs story is one of 
the special feel good sto-
ries we get to experience.  

THANK YOU TO OUR MAJOR DONORS 

STIMPYõS STORY 

These donors contributed $250 or more to BENCHS in 2018.  Names listed in italics are monthly donors. 

Thank  You to all our donors.   
A complete list of donors may be found on our website at  www.benchs.org/ 
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Robb Murray  
rmuray@mankatofreepress.com 

  
Oct 8, 2018  
 
Home for lunch, I pull into my 
driveway, slide my CR-V into 
ñparkò and glance at the win-
dows. Iôm looking for dogs. 
I see a beagle, tail wagging, 
tongue out. I do not see a 
lab. And thatôs what I was 
afraid of. 
When I left the house this 
morning, Sister (the famous 
Sister the Wonder Dog) was 
struggling. Had been for 
days. The nudges for more 
head scratches had slowed to 
a lethargic trickle. Her tours 

around the front yard sniff-
ing for worldly clues 
slowed. And for the past 
few days, sheôd only eat 
her breakfast out of my 
hand ð which is some-
thing she did in her first 
few days with us. 
Usually when I pull into 
the driveway, it only takes 
a few seconds for two 
happy canine heads to 
pop up. When Sister 
came to live with us nearly 
two and a half years ago, 
she learned quickly from 
Henry T. Beagle that 
when car doors are heard 
shutting in the driveway, 
people are home, which 
for Sister means more 
head scratches, a refill on 
the water bowl and a pair 
of legs to lay next to. 
But today, I see only one 
dog in the window. 
I step inside and see Sis-
ter laying on the floor. Her 
head rises slightly, her tail 
tries to wag. If she could, 
sheôd be in her usual spot, 
so close to the front door 

that it hits her in the face 
upon opening it. It seems 
like she wishes she were 
there, too. 
I call for her. ñCome on, 
Sis,ò I say, encouragingly. 
ñLetôs go potty!ò 
Iôm worried. The warning 
signs have been building. 
She is old and  
arthritic. Her body is rid-
dled with tumors. Her 
heart ð a fierce warrior ð 
has waged a years-long 
war against heartworms. 
She was supposed to be 
dead a long time ago, but 
cheated death time and 
again. 
But even the luckiest dog 
eventually must relent to 
the churning wheel of na-
ture. And no one lives for-
ever. 
She gets up, of course, 
because she always does 
everything I ask of her. 
Stumbling toward the 
door, I wonder for a sec-
ond if sheôs just had a 
senior moment, got clum-
sy, tripped a little like any 
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Barb Hogan 
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Dennis Davis 
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Dorothy Voda 
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Ron Herz 
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Shane Anderson 
Sonja Stockdill 
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Dr. Steve Anderson 
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Tena Wiens 
Virginia Dehn 
Jerry Workman 

AND 
Quist     Foo Foo      Jake              
Lacey      Lexi   Molly              
Lizzie     Sister       Lloyd 
Millie      Derek       Cash              
Mocha    Cookie     Rosie 
Sarge     Savannah 
Lola,       Cuddles  Tanner  
Thumper  TiggerJack    Luke    
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SWEET SOUL SISTER: Rest in peace my sweet,   
sweet girl 

MEMORIALS 
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of us might. 
But as she heads out the door, 
the wobbliness in her legs and 
drunken sailorness of her gait 
reveal this situation for what it 
is. 
As she squats to pee, sheôs 
only in position a few seconds 
before her back legs give out, 
mid-stream. A second later, 
her front legs do the same, 
and the front half of her body 
falls over to the side. She canôt 
move. Standing over this twist-
ed mess ð with cars driving 
by and deadlines waiting back 
at the office and family mem-
bers wanting updates about 
her ð I kneel down near her, 
stroke her head and say, ñItôs 
OK, sweetie. Itôs OK. I hear 
you.ò 
Itôs over. 

ƴƴƴ 
Regular readers of my column 
know Iôve got a few topics I 
return to again and again. Sis-
ter is one of them. This col-
umn, however, will obviously 
be the last. 
 

https://www.mankatofreepress.com/users/profile/Robb%20Murray
https://www.mankatofreepress.com/users/profile/Robb%20Murray
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John Marston  
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Kathy Mork * 
Steve Mork,* 
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Anastasia Nereson, 
Cheryl Peterson 
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Dianne Phillips * 
Amy E Reichel 
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Cindy Ringen 
Jo Robbins 
Gloria Robinson 
Bob Rothenbuehler 
Theresa Sedivy 
Ryan Shirk 

Pat Sorenson * 
Lia Spencer 
Chris Teskey 
Jj  Teskey 
Nereida  Villegas 
Marcia Wahoske * 
Bailey Weibel 
Maisy A Weller 
Mary Lyons Weller 
Judi Wendt, * 
Krista Wermerskirchen * 
Robin Wilke * 
Anne Williams 
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Christine Winter 
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Carrie Zempel 
 
For a complete list of all 
our volunteers, see our 
website. 

know the area, you have 
to stay in your room all 
day...all night, only get-
ting out for a short walk 
twice a day (if you're 
lucky). It is so loud and 
noisy in the hotel that 
you can't stand it. You're 
not sure why your family 
left you there, so you cry 
for them. 
In a short time, you be-
come stressed. At meal 
times, you are so anx-
ious you aren't able to 
eat. The wailing and cry-
ing from the people in 
the rooms next door is 

Imagine being dropped 
off at a hotel in a foreign 
country, abandoned and 
alone. The staff at the 
hotel tries to make you 
as comfortable as possi-
ble, but you don't speak 
their language. They 
serve food that you don't 
like. Because you don't 

unbearable to hear. Oth-
ers are screaming and 
shouting to be let out of 
their rooms when they 
hear the staff go by. You 
need something, some-
thing to help you calm 
down. Something to do. 
Something to keep your 
mind busy. 
The staff brings you 
treats in a puzzle for you 
to solve. They put a coat 
on you that squeezes 
and holds you tight. You 
get a new stuffed animal 
that is warm and cuddly. 
It makes you happy to 
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feel the heartbeat of another. 
Soon, you're starting to feel 
better. Better enough to start 
meeting some new people 
who might want to take you 
home! Maybe they'll be the 
ones! 
What you've experienced is 
kennel stress. Many of the 
animals at BENCHS experi-
ence some degree of kennel 
stress during their stay. 
There are ways we can help 
them, but they cost money. 
Your donation helps pur-
chase these items that just 
may help a dog or cat who's 
experiencing kennel stress. 

±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŀ Ǿƛǘŀƭ 
ǇƛŜŎŜ ƻŦ .9b/I{ ǇǊƻπ
ƎǊŀƳΦ ²ƛǘƘƻǳǘ Ǿƻƭǳƴπ
ǘŜŜǊǎ Σ ƻǳǊ ŘƻƎǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ 
ƴƻǘ ōŜ ǿŀƭƪŜŘΣ  ƻǳǊ Ŏŀǘǎ 
ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ǎƻŎƛŀƭƛȊŜŘΣ   
ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ŀǊŜŀǎ 
ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŀǎ ŎƭŜŀƴΦ 
²Ŝ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜƭȅ ƻƴ Ǿƻƭǳƴπ
ǘŜŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǎǘŀũ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ 
ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ  ŜǾŜƴǘǎΣ ǎǘŀȅ 
ƛƴ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ǎǳǇπ
ǇƻǊǘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƪŜŜǇ ƻǳǊ 
ƎŀǊŘŜƴǎ ōŜŀǳǝŦǳƭΦ  9ŀŎƘ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ 
ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ол 
ƘƻǳǊǎ ǘƻ .9b/I{  ŘǳǊƛƴƎ 
нлмуΦ {ǘŀǊŜŘ ƴŀƳŜǎ 
ƘŀǾŜ Ǉǳǘ ƛƴ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ 
нлл ƘƻǳǊǎΦ 
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/ŀƴ ȅƻǳ ƎǳŜǎǎΥ 
 
ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ  ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ .9b/I{ 
ŘƻƻǊǎ ƛƴ нлмуΚ ψψψψψψψψ 
 
Ƙƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ .9b/I{ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
ŦƻǊŜǾŜǊ ƘƻƳŜǎ ƛƴ нлмуΚ ψψψψψψ 
 
ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ ǿƘƻ ƭƛǾŜŘ ƛƴ ŦƻǎǘŜǊ 
ƘƻƳŜǎ ǳƴǝƭ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘΚ 
ψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ 
 
ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǇǳǇǇƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƪƛǧŜƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ 
ōƻǊƴ ƛƴ ŦƻǎǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊΚ  
ψψψψψψψψψψψψψ 
 
ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ƘŜŀǊǘǿƻǊƳ ǇƻǎƛǝǾŜ ŘƻƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
ǿŜǊŜ ǘǊŜŀǘŜŘ .9b/I{ ǾŜǘ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎΚ 
ψψψψψψψψψψψ 
 
¢ƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ .9b/I{ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ 
ǎǇŀȅŜŘ ƻǊ ƴŜǳǘŜǊŜŘΚ ψψψψψψ 
 
�d�µ�Œ�v���š�Z�����‰���P�����µ�‰�•�]���������}�Á�v���(�}�Œ���š�Z�������v�•�Á���Œ�•�X 

мΦ [ŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ .9b/I{ ƎŀǾŜ мΣопн ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ 
ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǎŀŦŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƻ ǿŀƛǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
ŦƻǊŜǾŜǊ ƘƻƳŜǎΦ  

нΦ мΣнуп ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ ƛƴ нлмуΦ  
²Ŝ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀǿŜǎƻƳŜ Ŏŀǘǎ ϧ ŘƻƎǎ 
ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǿŀƛǝƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ  

оΦ .9b/I{ ǳǎŜǎ ŦƻǎǘŜǊ ƘƻƳŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǇǳǇǇƛŜǎ 
ŀƴŘ ƪƛǧŜƴǎ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ǘƻƻ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ 
ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŀƭƭƻǿǎ ƻǳǊ ŦƻǎǘŜǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ 
ǘƻ ōŜƎƛƴ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭƛȊƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǧƭŜ 
ƻƴŜǎΦ CƻǎǘŜǊƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ 
ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǳƴŘŜǊƎƻƛƴƎ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘǎ 
ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘΦ  CƻǎǘŜǊ 
ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ŎŀǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ррс .9b/I{ ǇŜǘǎ ŘǳǊπ
ƛƴƎ нлмуΦ  

пΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ омт ƪƛǧŜƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǳǇǇƛŜǎ 
ōƻǊƴ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ŀǘ ƻǳǊ ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊ ƻǊ ŀ ŦƻǎǘŜǊ 
ƘƻƳŜΦ  

рΦ .9b/I{ ƛǎ ǇǊƻǳŘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŜũƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ ǊŜǎŎǳŜ 
ŘƻƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ƘŜŀǊǘǿƻǊƳ ǇƻǎƛǝǾŜΦ ²Ŝ 
ŀǊŜ ƻƊŜƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻƴƭȅ ƘƻǇŜΦ Lƴ нлмуΣ  ǿŜ 
ǘǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ по ŘƻƎǎ ƛƴǘƻ ŦƻǊŜǾŜǊ 
ƘƻƳŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎǝƭƭ с ǳƴŘŜǊƎƻƛƴƎ 
ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ƘƻƳŜΦ  

сΦ ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƻǳǊ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǇŀȅκ
ƴŜǳǘŜǊ ŎƭƛƴƛŎǎΣ ооп ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎǇŀȅŜŘ 
ŀƴŘ мфо ƴŜǳǘŜǊŜŘΦ  


