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Thank You!

-A Great Big Thank You to all of our dedicated shelter volunteers -- we could not function without you.
You make the lives of our furry friends SO Much Better.
-Pond Road Antiques is a marvelous place to shop and explore – and an added bonus, the owners are
dedicated fans of BENCHS! This spring BENCHS was invited to set up a concession stand during a
couple of the Saturday Flea Markets in June and August. We had tables of typical “flea market “ items to
sell, as well as yummy treats like coffee, sweet rolls, cupcakes.
Thank you to our friends at Pond Road Antiques for inviting us to your event!
-A big thank you to our friends at Menards. We recently got a call from the Mankato Menards store
Grasaying they had gathered a shopping cart full of items for us: Treats, rawhide chews, cleaning supplies
cias!
and other treasures were generously donated to the shelter! Thank you so much to our friends at
Menards! We sure appreciate your support.

Obrigudo
- The first-ever Flyball
Tournament in Mankato was held September 14 & 15 at the Caledonia Curling
Club and we were fortunate enough to be included! BENCHS hosted the concession stand and kept the
human participants well nourished during the two-day tournament. Watch for this event next year, it’s a
great sport and so much fun to watch!
- The “Bags for BENCHS” bean bag tournament was held on Saturday, August 3, in the parking lot
Dank
outside Weggy’s on Campus. The event was sponsored by Weggy’s and Miller Lite,
with U!
all proceeds
going toward the daily operating costs of the Riverside Regional Pet Shelter. Many, many thanks to all
our volunteers, everyone who participated, and especially Weggy’s On
Campus and Miller Lite!
- June 11 found BENCHS volunteers at the Bark in the Park night at Frank Rogers stadium. We had a
table set up to share information and we had many of the adoptable BENCHS dogs escorted by a
BENCHS wranglers. During the third inning our dogs are walked across the field and were introduced
by game announcer Mike McKenna. The dogs seemed to enjoy all the applause! We are so grateful to the
Moondogs for finding ways to include us in their program and helping us bring more attention to the
beautiful animals available for adoption.
- Once again BENCHS was at the ArtSplash on June 15. This arts & crafts fair on the lawn of North
Mankato City hall draws many people to North Mankato and is an incredible opportunity for us to raise
awareness about our program. We decided to have some of our own arts & crafts for sale this year, with
Merci
homemade cat and dogs toys and popular yard ornaments donated by Dean Senne. We also had some of
our friendly, adoptable dogs making the rounds. BENCHS is so grateful to the North Mankato Library
and they organizers of this event. Not only do they bring attention to our program, they also donate a
portion of their silent auction proceeds to the shelter. Many, many thanks to the ArtSplash committee!
-Thank you to Mom & Pop’s and Tire Associates for helping us raise money for the Save the BENCHS
Bullies campaign!
-Many, many thanks to everyone who contributed to our newsletter, especially our new copy editors Katy
Clay and Melissa Morrison!

e
Dank
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Pay It Forward
On occasion, our friends at the True Value Distribution center call us. Part of their routine for keeping their
warehouse up-to-date is to move out pet supplies nearing expiration. These foods are safe for animals but
will not be distributed for retail use. This spring, we headed over to the strore to load up pallets of food. As
the sixth pallet was being loaded onto the truck, the BENCHS volunteer was told we were going to be given
a total of 28 pallets of food!
BENCHS can make use of some of this food, but it will not keep long and we do not have
storage space big enough for that amount. We tried to rent a storage unit, but food attracts
rodents and we could not find a willing renter.
In the past, we have shared the surplus with other regional shelters, but this was more than area shelters
could absorb. Calls and emails went out to many. Soon shelters from all over Minnesota were driving to our
shelter to load up on bags and bags of dog and cat food.
We now have a strong connection with a cat sanctuary, a Rottweiler rescue, a small dog rescue, and many
more. This type of networking allows us to provide better care and choices for the homeless cats and dogs
that come to us.
Pay it forward is a great concept that we have embraced. We share when we have extra, and we gain
rewards worth far more than the items given. Thank you to True Value for generously working with us on
this bounty! And a big thank you to Katherine and Don Nelson, and all the volunteers who shifted bag after
heavy bag of food in the heat. You are truly the heart of the program.

Kibble Klub
The Kibble Klub is a program that allows supporters to have their
donations automatically withdrawn from their bank account every
month. It has been very well received because it is a simple way to
make a donation and it eliminates the chance of forgetting.
Anyone who signs up for the Kibble Klub automatically becomes a
member of BENCHS. Withdrawals are scheduled for the 10th of each
month, or in the case of a weekend or holiday, the first business day
after the 10th. We ask that gifts be in even dollar amounts and no less
than $5 per month.
If you’re interested in the Kibble Klub,
applications are enclosed in this
newsletter and available on our website.

Super Kids!
We are so proud of our super kids.
They do so much for us and have
lots of fun with their projects. They
have fundraisers and parties, and
donate their birthday and
confirmation money. What
amazing kids!
Super kids in this issue are:
Breeley Ruble
Lydia Klaseus
Emily Fitterer
Younge Family Kids
Emily & Trudy
Tabitha Valenzuela
Ambry Brave Heart
Maddie Stahl

Don’t forget to renew your membership! The date your membership was last paid
is on the top of your address label. If you think there is a mistake, let us know.
Our goal is to increase memberships every year!
Page 3

Blue Earth Nicollet County Humane Society
Happy Tails

See this boy? His name is Toby. Toby’s been in and out of the shelter
several times in the last year, which has been very hard for this dear
boy.
Just before our adoption hours ended
on June 9 a woman stopped in and
asked if Toby was still in the building. It
wasn’t just any woman, though -- it was
Toby’s mom. His mom who had asked a
friend to care for him while she was out
of the state for a year.
When we brought Toby out to his mom,
he literally leapt through the air to get to
her, then wrapped his legs around her
neck and licked her face over and over
again. Words can’t begin to
describe how joyous this reunion
was - and we are so grateful we were
able to facilitate it.

Plant & Bake Sale
May 18 and 19 was the third annual BENCHS Plant and Bake Sale. Each
year we ask friends of BENCHS to donate baked goods or extra plants
from their garden. Despite cold, wet weather this spring, this year’s sale
was a great success. We have dedicated volunteers who baked, donated
perennials and worked at the sale. We had delicious treats for everyone,
including some homemade snacks for dogs.
Thank you to all our volunteers, as well as the Mankato Master
Gardeners group, who donated plants left over from their sale. Many
thanks to our helpful Girl Scout troop and their families who helped us
set up for the event and wrangled some dogs for us. BENCHS is very
fortunate to have a giving community that supports us. We rely on the
caring and assistance of everyone to continue our mission.

Shelter Tours
Various local groups often ask for
tours of Riverside Regional Pet
Shelter. Most of these are 4-H
clubs, Scouts, or school classes
that wish to learn about our
services and see the
facility for themselves. This is
often done as a community service
project, and the members collect
money and/or supplies for use at
the Shelter.
Upon arrival, we meet tour groups
in the Apollo room. The tour guide
gives a brief history of BENCHS
and explains our mission
statement. We stress the fact that
all of our funds come from
donations provided by the people
in our area and that no
government entity subsidizes our
work. We also state that we are a
“No Kill” shelter. All of the
animals we take in will be cared
for until they have
permanent homes.
We then take a walk through the
Shelter to see the cats and dogs
in their condos and kennels. The
various rooms and their
functions are pointed out as well.
Afterwards, we return to the
Apollo room for a wrap-up and a
question and answer session. All
those who have toured the shelter
find it a rewarding and
informative experience.

Kwik Trip Gas Cards
BENCHS has paired with Kwik Trip to sell gift cards that can be used for gas, groceries or other store
purchases. The best part is that 10 percent of the sale of the card goes directly to the shelter. You may purchase
the cards in $20, $50 or $100 denominations. Gas cards can be purchased at the Riverside Regional Pet
Shelter anytime the doors are open - during adoptions hours and during dog walking hours. Stop in and pick
up your cards today. Remember, each purchase helps our animals!!
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Saving the Bulldogs: Sugar, Josie & Lulu

Josie
Sugar

Lulu

This summer the Riverside Regional Pet Shelter accepted three Bulldogs who were in need of extensive
veterinary care. These beautiful girls inspired the “Save the Bulldogs Campaign,” which raised $3,000 to cover
the veterinary bills for the treatment of these dogs.
Sugar is an Olde English Bulldogge who came to the shelter from Mankato City Impound in March. Sugar is
about two years old and, as her name implies, is one of the sweetest dogs you will ever meet. It doesn’t take
more than a glance her way to get her tail wagging, and once she gets going her whole body wiggles with joy.
You would never guess that such an exuberant dog was suffering intense pain. But our little Sugar had been
living with a broken leg for more than a year. In fact, Sugar’s vet suspects her leg was broken when she was
still a baby. In early June Sugar underwent surgery at the Inver Grove Heights Animal Hospital to have her leg
removed. She spent her recovery with her foster family, who adopted her this fall.
Lulu and Josie are two English Bulldogs who were rescued from a puppy mill in late May. These girls are some
of the lucky few who have been rescued from the devastation of living in a mill -- thousands and thousands of
dogs aren’t that fortunate.
Lulu and Josie were in very rough shape when they got to the shelter and needed extensive vet care. In
addition to the obvious skin conditions and sores, neither Lulu nor Josie had any full teeth anymore; Josie also
had infected eyes and an ingrown tail.
We were devastated when our sweet Lulu had to be euthanized in September after suffering kidney failure.
Lulu had been very, very ill for several weeks and we did everything we could to save her. After seeing several
veterinarians and trying many different medications, Lulu simply wasn’t improving and we decided it was time
to end her suffering. The shelter staff did all they could to fill Lulu’s last days with love and adventure: she
went to Hiniker Pond for a swim, went on a car ride to get some ice cream and was the “guest of honor” at a
pizza party, where she devoured pepperoni pizza.
Lulu was not alone when she went - she was surrounded with love. We hope that you’ll all hold her in your
hearts in the coming days and that her memory can serve as a reminder that all animals are precious, beautiful
souls that deserve our utmost love and respect.
Josie was recently diagnosed with cancer and we are doing everything we can to keep her happy and
comfortable for the remainder of her days.
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Adoption Success: Sammy & Chilli
Sometimes dogs come into the shelter that are misunderstood and a challenge to adopt. Because of some behavioral problems, these boys were
difficult to adopt and consequently spent many, many months at the
shelter. We are so happy they were both adopted recently and are now
with their loving, caring forever families.
Each dog is different and each dog is safe at RRPS until we can find the
right forever family for them. Your support of our program
allows us to continue this mission.

Snowbirds
Our newsletter is sent out by bulk
mail, so any newsletters that are
undeliverable are not forwarded
to the recipient. Every winter all
the “snowbird” newsletters are
returned to BENCHS.
If you go south for the winter and
do not want to miss any issues of
“Paws for News,” please call or
e-mail the shelter and let us know
your winter address as well as
the dates you expect to leave and
return home.

Aluminum Cans
Keep recycling those
aluminum cans for the shelter!
We earned more than
$1,500 from cans in 2012.
Remember, aluminum cans only,
placed in a plastic garbage bag
and closed securely. Cans can be
dropped off in the parking lot at
the shelter.

Burlington
Little Burlington was found by the train tracks in West Mankato in
August, after being hit by a train. Miraculously, only her leg was
damaged - but the damage was quite extensive and could not be
repaired. Burlington was too young and too tiny to undergo surgery
immediately following her accident, so her
leg has been bandaged and wrapped against
her body for the past three months to keep it
safe.
Burlington is another example of how we
utilize the donations you make to the Save
Neglected and Abused Pets fund. Although
she was not a shelter cat, we will place her
in one of our foster homes and pay for all of
her medical care. To make a donation to the
SNAP fund, please visit our website at www.
benchs.org
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Herberger’s Community
Days Sale
Shop and save money, shop and
save lives!
We are selling the 2013
Community Days coupon books.
The coupon book costs $5, with all
the proceeds going to BENCHS!
Booklet includes a $10-off
coupon, plus coupons for 25
percent and 30 percent. Use the
dozens of coupons in your coupon
book on November 15 & 16 to save
tons of money!
Swing by the shelter Tuesday,
Thursday, Friday or Saturday
from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. to buy a
coupon book.

FALL 2013

Adopt A Condo

The lucky cats in some of the RRPS condos now have a special person to give them extra care and attention.
Once a week condo-adopters are spending a couple hours cuddling, brushing and visiting with the cats in the
condos. They’re also completing the necessary chores to keep the condos clean and fresh. Everyone benefits
from this project--the humans get to enjoy some wonderful feline company and the cats get extensive
hands-on attention and a chance to socialize with humans. As part of the
project, each condo-adopter makes notes about their cats’ personalities and
behavior, which might help guide a permanent adopter to a cat that’s just
the right fit.
There are still a number of cat condos waiting to be chosen for this extra
care. If you are interested in being part of the Condo Club, please contact
Rae at raepeterson00@gmail.com for more information.

Polli’s Babies
Polli and her babies were found in a yard and brought to RRPS in late
June. They were all suffering from massive eye infections, which we
immediately began treating as aggressively as we could. The kittens
were then placed in a wonderful foster home and eventually underwent
eye surgery at a specialty clinic in the Twin Cities.
Although these babies did sustain some damage to their eyes, they
didn’t completely lose their vision as was originally anticipated.
They’re now back at the shelter, waiting for very special families to
adopt them.
As difficult as these photos are to look at, we want our members to
understand the work that we do at the shelter. We aren’t always taking
in sweet, healthy, fluffy cats; very sick, abused and neglected animals
frequently show up in our building and we do everything we can to
help them. We pay for extensive treatment and vet care like this with
donations made to our Saved Neglected and Abused Pets fund. If it
wasn’t for contributions made specifically to the SNAP fund, we would
not be able to afford this degree of care for any shelter animals. The
care of these cats was dependant on the generosity of our supporters.
Please consider making a donation to the SNAP fund to ensure that
any animal that comes through our door gets the care it needs and
deserves.

Great Arf Walk
Festival

The 2013 Great ArfWalk Festival
proved that it takes more than cold
and rain to keep away dedicated
dog owners! This year’s Great
ArfWalk began with the March
of Great dogs, led by a group of
77 Lancers! Their music filled the
park and carried the day.
On return from the walk, the band
Special Delivery was
rocking out in the rain. Grilled
food was sizzling, and ice cream
was being churned by kids and
volunteers. Lots of wonderful arts
& crafts vendors were set up, in
addition to dog-friendly games run
by area nonprofits and businesses.
Dancers from the Dance
Conservatory showed their best
moves before we wrapped the day
with a talent show and
tennis ball lottery.
Hopefully next year the weather
will be a little more cooperative ...
but rain or shine, we’ll be at the
park September 27, 2014, for our
dog-friendly event!
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We love our volunteers and are Always looking for more!
Here are some opportunities to consider:
• Staff the front desk during adoptions on Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
or Saturday from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m.
• Staff the desk during dog walking hours Monday, Wednesday or
Sunday from 3:30 p.m. to 6 p.m. (hours change from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.
in November)
• Adopt a condo: Visit your condo of cats once per week and pamper
the felines!
• Dog walkers
• Sewing, knitting crocheting: we have a continuous need for blankets,
beds and toys
• Volunteer intake assistants: assist with the intake process for new
animals. Give a bath, snuggle a wet cat, track the paperwork, be an
extra set of hands!
• MNSNAP: The spay/neuter mobile arrives once a month and we
need volunteers to assist with check-in. Once per month from 7:30
a.m. to 9:30 a.m.
• Graphic design: We have many, many events during the year and
need posters, handouts and other publicity materials
• Writing: We need skilled writers to help with everything from
training manuals to letters to newsletter articles.
• Cleaning: a great portion of every day at RRPS is dedicated to
cleaning.
• Gardening: next spring we will be looking for gardeners to help in
the beautiful flower beds at RRPS.
• Tech-savvy volunteers: can you enter data into our programs and
help with other computer-related projects?
• Snow removal: our sidewalks and dog kennels need to be hand
shoveled.
If you have a skill and think you would be an asset to BENCHS,
please let us know by emailing rrps@hickorytech.net.

Kiwanis Holiday Lights

Last year the Mankato Kiwanis Club sponsored the first Kiwanis
Holiday Lights in Sibley Park. We’re so excited to announce that this
year BENCHS will be a part of this great community event!
We will have a tree in the Lane of Nonprofit Trees, participate in the
parade on Friday, November 29, and we’ll help staff the event on
Sunday, December 15.
All BENCHS members are welcome to participate in the Best Pet
Photo Tree! A $25 donation to the shelter gets your “best pet” on our
Festival of Lights Christmas tree. Just bring your photo (must be a
color photo and smaller than 4x6) and donation to RRPS by 5 p.m. on
November 16. We’ll laminate all the photos and use your furry friends
to decorate our tree! The tree will be decorated by November 28 and
taken down January 1. Submitted photos will NOT be returned.
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Sponsor a Pet

If you’ve fallen in love with a cat
or dog at the shelter but adoption
isn’t an option, please consider
sponsoring them.
For your donation of $30,
you will receive a photo of
your favorite shelter animal, a
certificate of appreciation
and the knowledge that you have
helped the pet
who stole your heart!

Dog walkers are always needed
to take the dogs out for fresh air
and exercise. Throw on a pair of
athletic shoes and stop by the
shelter! Not only are you helping
the dogs, you’re also getting
exercise and, if you bring some
family or friends, spending some
quality time with loved ones!
We look forward to seeing you at
the shelter!

Monday, Wednesday, Sunday
2 p.m. to 4 p.m.

FALL 2013
By Abby Michel

Buddy: The Miracle Cat

When Buddy first arrived at the shelter, I could not believe that what I saw was actually a cat. Upon arrival,
Buddy was an absolute mess and had one paw in death’s door. He was clinging to life by a thread. When I
looked at him, I saw a cat that had been through some rough times. When I looked into his eyes, I saw a lot of
pain, but a spark of life and fight was still present in him.
Buddy came to us weighing no more than four pounds. He had
virtually no hair, only one ear, severely infected bite wounds probably
caused by rodents, high fever, uncontrollable diarrhea, dehydration,
and malnutrition. Not to mention the filth and odor coming off him
that could be smelled throughout the building. Despite all of his
problems, Buddy still craved human affection. The staff was very
unsure and doubtful that he would make it,
but we were willing to fight for his life if he
was willing to fight as well.
Twice a day, staff devoted an hour of their
time to give Buddy the care and encouragement
he needed. He was given 150 ml of fluids followed by three different antibiotics and
prescription food. His living space was cleaned, and heat packs were applied to his
wounds.
Over the next few weeks, the staff was getting into the routine for Buddy’s extensive
care. As Buddy began to feel better, his personality shined through. For me, Buddy is
by far the funniest, most affectionate,

Upcoming Events
November 14: Give to the Max Day
November 16: Deadline for Best Pet tree photos
November 29: Kiwanis Holiday Lights parade, 6 p.m. at Sibley Park

Curious about your
mixed-breed dog?
Get a DNA test from
the shelter!
With a DNA testing kit, you
can learn the genetic
background of your
mixed-breed dog

December 7: BENCHS Holiday Bake Sale at Pet Expo

Kits cost $50 at RRPS

December 15: BENCHS volunteers staffing Kiwanis Holiday Lights

DNA testing is a painless
procedure that can
be done by BENCHS staff
or in your home.
Contact the shelter for more
information!

February 1: Bags for BENCHS snowflake edition, 5 p.m. at Mankato
Brewery
March 16: Pasta at the Pub, 3:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. at Pub500
April 10: Wine, Beer and Chocolate Tasting at Country Inn & Suites
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by Nicole Smith

A Tail of Fospice

Dog Playgroups
by Abby Michel

Fospice: a foster home that provides hospice to animals
B.K. was a wonderful senior cat that came into the shelter as a stray
who had been found in the parking lot of a Burger King. Being older and
having lived a rather harsh life, B.K. had some serious health problems.
After much effort was made to heal the damage to his system to no avail,
it was decided that B.K. would be fostered and allowed to live out his
final days outside the confines of a cage at the shelter. I fell in love with
B.K. the day he arrived and the decision to fospice him was made easily,
but with a heavy heart.
The day B.K. came to my home was amazing. He followed me around
everywhere and purred constantly. He even rolled around on his back
when I rubbed his belly, which was quite a feat for “Grandpa” -- the
loving nickname he earned. He sat in windowsills basking in the sun and
sniffing fresh air for hours every day. It was heartwarming to see him
so happy and liberated. He showed me his gratitude with the constant
kisses.
I knew my time with B.K. was limited. In fact, it only lasted only a few
days. However, I feel no regrets about my decision to fospice him.
Rather, I feel that I was very blessed to have him in my life. B.K. did
much more for me than I did for him. He taught me important lessons,
as elders often do, like how it doesn’t matter how much time you have
left in life because it’s all about how you spend it. He showed me that
even if life is hard or cruel, we should still love and be kind. He helped
me to understand that letting go doesn’t mean losing, either - losing only
comes from missed opportunities. And he taught me that my heart is
much bigger, stronger and more capable of love than I had realized.

This summer we started
coordinating playgroups for our
canine residents. After doing a lot
of research about safely creating
playgroups, our staff was trained to
set up groups, and to observe and
understand a dog’s body language.
With two staff members
supervising the dogs, we have
established three different groups
of dogs that get along well and
benefit from this activity. Group 1
is made up of the high-energy dogs
that enjoy running and playing
together in the fenced yard and
swimming in the pool. Group 2
consists of the laidback dogs that
enjoy each other’s company and
like exploring the yard. Group 3
consists of the smaller dogs that
run circles in the yard and enjoy
being a pack together.
The playgroups have proven to be a
wonderful tool to learn more about
each dog’s personality. However,
the playgroups have been difficult
for me because it is recommended
that humans do not interact with
the dogs and are only there for
supervision.
Many positive changes have
emerged as a result of the
playgroups. The dogs’ stress levels
have diminished and they seem
to be more content at the shelter.
The staff has had some good laughs
watching the dogs be dogs. We look
forward to the playgroups and are
eager to learn more and see more
improvements at the shelter.

Asher & Daisy enjoying playtime
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Donations Honoring the
Friends of BENCHS

We have had several donations honoring
individuals for an event that is
significant to the donor & honoree.
This is a great new idea and we are pleased to
accept these gifts in honor of our friends.

Dennis Johnson
Ralph Burns
John Jonas
Paul Andreszcuk
Dennis Kaus
Victor Altenburg
Rusty Griffith
Maxine Halligan
Mary Seidel
Harlan Runge
Doug Davis
Jim Kunelius
Marge Pulis
Vic Chalhoub
Wally Friday
Elizabeth Butzer

Donations Made in
Memory of Departed Pets
Mark & Christine Martinez:
“Tigger”
Carol Ann Lowinske: “Ceba”
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Sally
Adoptable

Ace
Adoptable

Shelby
Adoptable

Maxine Griffin
Jordan Anderson
Medora Duncan
Sara Jancoski
Lindsey Morrison
Betsy Kroon
Schelhau/Moddelmog Wedding

Donations Made in
Memory of Loved Ones

BENCHS Wish List:
-Premium Edge adult cat food
-Premium Edge kitten food
-Cat toys
-Canned cat and dog food
-Liquid laundry detergent
-Paper towels
-Catnip toys
-Leashes

Blue Earth Nicollet County Humane Society
1250 North River Drive
Mankato, Minnesota 56001

Non-Profit
Organization
U.S. Postage Paid
Permit No. 19
Mankato, MN 56001

Phone: (507) 625-6373
E-mail: rrps@hickorytech.net
Web site: www.benchs.org

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
Your last membership renewal

We Need Your Help!

Stewie
Adoptable

Tom
Adoptable

We need the help of caring and compassionate individuals like YOU! BENCHS is a grass
roots effort that does not receive any government funding. The daily operating costs of the
shelter are funded by community donations, memberships, grants and fundraisers.
For only $35 for an individual/family or $100 for a business, YOU could become a member
of BENCHS and help us take care of the homeless animals in our region. Your membership
donation will goes toward the BENCHS general operating fund, which pays for cat and dog
food, toys, collars and kitty litter. That money is also used to pay our marvelous staff and our
veterinary bills.
BENCHS accepts surrendered pets from families in the region; strays come to BENCHS
from the Mankato Animal Impound and the Blue Earth County Impound. Every month about
50 animals are brought to the shelter. BENCHS is a no-kill shelter, and treats and cares for all
animals until they are adopted.

