Paws for News
Summer 2009

Blue Earth Nicollet County Humane Society

Love Animals? Then We Need Your Help!
Keep your aluminum cans coming! This ongoing recycling effort generates
much-needed income for the shelter. You can drop off your bagged aluminum cans
at the shelter at any time. Please leave them near the garage.
Woodworking hobbyists: If you can build a bird house, you can do this! We
have several easy, step-by-step plans available for building cat climbing “trees,”
which we will use in the cat condos at the new shelter. If you’d enjoy a little
summer do-it-yourself woodworking project, please contact Katherine Nelson.
Sewers, knitters, fleece-crafters: We also need snuggly beds and warm
blankets for dogs, cats, puppies and kittens. These make great projects for young or
old and they provide welcome comfort to our homeless animals while they are
waiting to find their forever homes. If you’re interested, please contact Susan
Kroon.
Dog Walkers: We are always in need of dog walkers, but especially in the
summer when so many of our “regulars” are out of town on vacations or breaks
from school sessions. Please drop by, pick up a dog or two and enjoy a great walk
with a great companion!
Get involved - it’s easy, free and fun!
You can help our shelter receive special funds to help our homeless animals! Enter
BENCHS in the $100,000.00 Shelter Challenge, sponsored by PetFinder and The
Animal Rescue Site. Simply go to www.theanimalrescuesite.com, look for the link
to the $100,000 Shelter Challenge and vote for Blue Earth Nicollet County
Humane Society as your favorite! The more friends we can rally to vote, the better
our chances of winning much needed funds to help all our homeless animals.
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Board meetings are open to the public on the first Monday of each month at Snell Motors Community Room starting at 6:30 p.m.

Blue Earth Nicollet County Humane Society
Thank You!

Grazi

e!

Many thanks to MAS Communications for
providing outstanding phone answering
services to our shelter phone. They have done
a wonderful job of getting calls and messages
picked up and responded to promptly and
efficiently. They understand the workings of
the shelter; how busy and chaotic it can get at
times, and know how important it is to get the
calls and messages routed to the persons who
can then take quick action. We thank you for
your excellent service and discounted rates to
BENCHS.

Obrigudo

Our sincere thanks to all the participants and
attendees of the 6th annual Wine, Beer &
Chocolate Tasting event. On behalf of the
homeless cats and dogs who come through our
shelter, we are so very grateful for your
generous contributions and support.

Our thanks to Denny VanGuilder with his
business, Promote-Mobile.com, for coming
to us to help improve future communications
with our members. In the coming weeks and
months, he will be compiling names and emails
from our newsletter mailing list and helping us
utilize more effective and efficient online
communications (and for repairing computer
equipment destroyed by small dogs!). Merci
We are sincerely grateful to Don Fuerle for
volunteering to our appeal for someone to mow
the lawn at the shelter. It is a much-needed,
and very often overlooked task at the shelter
and we are very appreciative of his efforts. And
congratulations to Don on the adoption of his
new Cocker Spaniel!

e
Dank
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Girl Scouts with green thumbs! Our thanks to
Girl Scout Troop 30536 and troop leader Jen
Lyons for planting flowers at the shelter. It
really brightens up the place and makes it more
inviting and welcoming for all who stop by.
These Scouts are an eager and earnest bunch of
animal-lovin’ girls and we continue to
appreciate all their help!

Gracias!

A million thanks to all of our wonderful
shelter volunteers. Our shelter could not operate
without the dedicated animal lovers who spend
their time helping at the shelter; walking dogs,
brushing cats, doing laundry and cleaning litter
boxes. We extend our deepest appreciation to all
of you.

Dank U!

To the organizations and employees of
Target, WalMart, Pet Expo, PetCo, Hubbard
Feed, Sam’s Club, Scheels and Tractor Supply
Company for their generous donations of pet
food and supplies. All of our homeless animals
appreciate and benefit from your very
thoughtful (and tasty!) contributions.

Our thanks to our friends at the Lake
Crystal Recreation Center who held a fundraiser
in which they offered a free months
membership to their facility if participants
brought in a donation of dog or cat food. A fun
and creative way to help our animals!
To Choppers Bar and Grill for their “Paws for a
Cause” fundraising efforts on May 2. They
dedicated a Happy Hour (“Yappy Hour”!) to
help raise funds for the general operating fund
of the shelter. Thanks to you all!

Summer 2009
Thank You!
Our appreciation to Minuteman Press for their excellent
printing services and deep discounts to BENCHS. They are so
helpful, patient and easy to work with for all of our varied
printing projects; from the newsletter, to pet adoption forms, to
informational mailings and promotional posters for our events.
Many thanks.
Merci

P
Volunteer P
Exercise

Spend time with family

P

Let the dogs at BENCHS help
you check everything off your list!
Dog walkers are always needed
to take the dogs out for fresh air
and exercise. Throw on a pair of
athletic shoes and stop by the
shelter! Not only are you helping
the dogs at the shelter, you’re also
getting exercise and, if you bring
some family or friends, spending
some quality time with loved ones!
We look forward to seeing you at
the shelter!
Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday
7:30 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Thank you to Mrs. Lau’s Social Studies class at Cleveland
Public School for raising more than $500 at a spaghetti
dinner and donating it to the Riverside Regional Pet Shelter
Capital Campaign!

Monday, Wednesday, Friday, Sunday
7:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
3:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Gracias!

Our great appreciation to Sam’s Club for donating $500 to
the BENCHS Cats and Dogs Alley Party!
Our latest endavour, the Cats and Dogs Alley Party, raised close
to $10,000 toward the Riverside Regional Pet Shelter. So many
thanks to our event chairs Tara Snilsberg, Carrie Heisse and Deb
James. Our gratitude to the committee chairs and the dozens of
volunteers who helped at the event.

We Want YOU!
June and July are BENCHS
membership months, so if
you’re not a member, now
is the perfect time to sign
up! Be a hero to the cats
and dogs by
becoming a member!
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Blue Earth Nicollet County Humane Society
Riverside Regional Pet Shelter Building Update
After several delays, it is finally happening: the work on the new
shelter has begun! When you drive north on Highway 169 just past
the Harley Davidson dealer you will see heavy equipment digging
the foundation for the shelter. The contractors estimate (weather
permitting) five months until completion.
If you have any questions please feel free to contact Don at
(507) 380-7760.

Capital
Campaign Update
Thanks in large part to the
contributions made as a result of
our previous mailing, our new total
as of June 18 stands at $715,000!
As we continue to work toward
our goal of $1.2 million, donations
made in any amount will be
gratefully received. We are still
offering inscribed bricks and pavers
at the $500 and $1000 level
contributions.
Thank You,
Jerry Wegman & Mary Weller
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BENCHS Wish List:
-Clay cat litter
-Premium Edge adult cat food
-Premium Edge kitten food
-Cat toys
-Canned cat and dog food
-Bones and rawhide
chews for dogs
-Liquid laundry detergent
-Paper towels
-OdoBan Odor Eliminator
-Clorox Cleanup
-Catnip toys
-Leashes

Happy Tails
Toby, a black Lab who had originally been found on a
golf course in Georgia, was surrendered to the shelter by a
man who could no longer keep him and wanted to ensure
he went to a no-kill shelter.
One cold mid-winter day, Toby was out with one of our
wonderful volunteer dog-walkers and he pulled off to the
side of the street and began sniffing a nearby bush with
great interest. Toby had found a very cold, long-haired,
adult black cat in a snow bank that had formed around
that bush! Toby and the volunteer rescued that little cat
and brought her back to the shelter.
Since then, both the cat and Toby have each found
loving forever homes. Now that is a “Happy Tail” for
two!

“I am only one, but still I am one. I cannot do everything, but still I can do something,
and because I cannot do everything I will not refuse to do the something that I can do.”
Edward Everett Hale
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Message from the President
June and July is our annual membership drive. This is the time when
we ask you to show your support; becoming a new member of BENCHS
or
renewing your membership is an expression of support for the program
and the cats and dogs waiting at the shelter for their forever home.
Please take time right now to complete your membership form and mail
it to us. We need your help. The cats and dogs have no voice - they are
counting on you to speak for them.
The address label on your newsletter has a date printed on it that
indicates the last time we received a membership from you. If the label
reads “0-00” it means this will be your first paid membership. Don’t
wait, please show you care with your membership today! And if you
can, add a little extra to support one of our wonderful programs.
I also want to share our Great news with you! Construction has
begun on our future home, the Riverside Regional Pet Shelter. The
capital campaign has raised more than $700,000, not including
in-kind donations.
We have so many fun events this summer. Watch our website, www.
benchs.org, for changes because things are moving fast, as businesses
and clubs in this area keep calling us to sponsor more fundraisers. We
can hardly keep up, but we’re not complaining! The Web site will be the
place to look for all the latest.
My sincere thanks for your support,
Susan Kroon
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Did You Know?

Every day 10,000 humans are
born in the United States, while
70,000 puppies and kittens are
born. As long as these birth rates
exist, there will never be enough
homes for all of the animals.
Please spay or
neuter your pet!

Remembering Panda

We take a moment to remember and celebrate
our dear friend Panda who came to the shelter
in December of 2007 as a Blue Earth Country
stray. Panda was an 8-year-old black and white
Cocker Spaniel with a loving heart, but who had
seizures and serious hip dysplasia. He lived at
the shelter until fall of 2008 when he was
adopted by a wonderful, loving family whom he
lived with for seven happy months. Panda left
us in April 2009, but will always be
remembered for the sweet, tough little guy
that he was.
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Benchs Adoptable Pets

Mavis

Betty

Wiggles

Patsi

Apache

Gabe
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2009 Wine Tasting Event
The BENCHS 6th annual Wine, Beer & Chocolate Tasting was a wonderful evening and a
gigantic success, raising more than $15,000 to help support the shelter’s daily operations. The
evening included delicious food samples from more than a dozen local restaurants and caterers, along
with samplings of several different wines and beers. The event also featured a silent auction with a
huge selection of gift baskets, event tickets, gift certificates and creative accessories. And there was
even a raffle!
We wish to extend our sincere gratitude to our sponsors: MGM Liquors, Minuteman Press, TGI
Fridays and Country Inn & Suites. And a huge thank you to our food and beverage vendors: Matts,
Catering, Fillin’ Station, Charley’s Restaurant, Chipotle, Culvers, Prairie Pride Catering, Dino’s
Pizzeria, Famous Dave’s, Ellie Gail Bakery and Deli, Pub 500, Kim’s Cuisine, Christy’s Café, TGI
Fridays, Schell’s Brewery, Brau Brothers
Brewing Company, Morgan Creek Vineyards,
The Wine Company, Bellboy Corporation,
Phillips Wine and Spirits, Paustis, Johnson
Brothers Wine, The Wine Merchants, and
Quality Wine and Spirits.
Special thanks to our friends at the Nicollet
Veterinary Clinic, KEYC, KDOG, KTOE and the
Mankato Free Press.
Thank you to all the businesses and
individuals who donated items for the silent
auction, and the door and raffle prizes.

NCIS Joins Forces with BENCHS
Our Wine Tasting silent auction is always fantastic and something that people look
forward to, but this year was above and beyond. For the 2009 silent auction, we added
a bit of Hollywood glamour: the generous cast from the hit CBS series “NCIS”
personalized photos and other memorabilia for our event!
This very special donation was made possible by Jamie Killion who works behind the
scenes on the show. Her family lives in Mankato and has been supporting the shelter
for some time.
We want to thank Jamie Killion for getting us these very special auction items.
A great big thank you also goes out to the stars of the show: Mark Harmon, Michael
Weatherly, Pauley Perrette, David McCallum, Sean Murray, Cote de Pablo, Brian
Dietzen and Rocky Carroll.
The items donated were a hit and made a lot of money for the homeless cats and dogs
in our region. Thank you!
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Blue Earth Nicollet County Humane Society
Adoption Success
Dear Cami,
Here is the story of Karishma (Keisha when we adopted her) and
photos of her life. We renamed her because we talk often of our
beloved Keesha who died of cancer in 2005. Karishma is a
Sanskrit word meaning miracle.
How she came to us is a miracle – thanks to you and BENCHS.
She had some trust issues but those have been replaced by her
playful and headstrong personality. She is extremely bright and as
fast as a rabbit. She loves laying in the yard with a chewie. She’s
an excellent watch dog with a forceful bark. But she is also very
friendly and the staff loves her at the vet clinic. She also has a
Keeshond cousin she visits.
Since I retired as of last June, we spend all of our days together.
She doesn’t like me to leave and I believe she has helped me regain
my health, 8 years after suffering from the onset of Guillan Barre.
I’m healthier and happier than I have been in a decade.
I’d like you to share this with the staff and the Board. They need
to know that you are working miracles in your job. I’d never have
seen her without that internet posting. And I’d never have adopted
her without your decision-making.
God works in mysterious ways. You are doing God’s work. As
a teacher, I did his work for 38 years. We don’t think about that
much or say that as often as we should. And we’ll never get wealthy
at what we do. But, I hope these pictures help you remember how
important you and BENCHS are in my and Karishma’s lives.

Did You Know?
* We use approximately 300
pounds of cat litter every week
* In the past year, we’ve found
loving homes for two
Newfoundlands, Yorkie,
Pomeranian, Dachsund, Cocker
Spaniel, Poodle, German
Shorthaired Pointer, Collie,
English Setter and Yorkiepoo
* Black labs are most frequently
surrendered to the shelter
* On average, black cats stay
at the shelter longer than any
other cats
* Curly, currently our “house
cat,” has lived at the shelter
since May 11, 2007

Peace,
Dave Sekhon
Your 2009 Board Members
President:
Susan Kroon		
388-2811
Vice President: Katherine Nelson
380-7737
Secretary:
Lois Anderson		
388-2408
Treasurer:
Mary Gaskins
387-5443
Sue Paulson
388-1156
		
Trista Delaney		
388-6882
Walt Anderson
625-4420
Julie Byrne
388-3855
Becky Beyer
387-2092
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Mankato Free Press Letters to the Editor
from our Super Kids!
Animals at shelter need more room
I am an eight-year-old girl. I love animals and the
Humane Society. My family adopted two cats from
there. We also visit animals there. The animals at
the shelter need more room. They need a place to
exercise and a bigger place to
sleep. I would like people to
donate money to build a nice,
new, safe shelter.
Amber Frederick
North Mankato
March 7, 2009
Be a financial supporter of
Humane Society
I am a third grader at Kennedy Elementary School.
I think people should donate money to the
Humane Society. The money would help pay for
land the Humane Society needs to have a bigger
space so the dogs have a place to run and play.
I know animals are very important. I think people
should be more responsible and help animals.
I also love animals.
Sarah Johansen
Mankato

Homeless Pet’s Prayer
Please send me somebody who’ll care.
I’m so tired of running and sick with despair.
My body is aching and filled with such pain;
And this I pray, as I run in the rain
That someone will love me and give me a home,
A warm cozy bed, and food of my own.
My last owner left me alone in the yard...
I watched as they moved, and that was so hard.
So I waited a while, then went on my way
To rummage in garbage and live as a stray.
But now, I’m so tired and hungry and cold,
And I’m so afraid that I’ll never grow old.
They’ve chased me with sticks and hit me with straps
While I run the streets just looking for scraps.
I’m not really bad, please help if you can,
For I have become just a “Victim of Man.”
I’m wormy, and I’m ridden with fleas;
And all that I want is an owner to please.
If you find one for me, I’ll try to be good.
I won’t wreck the carpet; I’ll do as I should.
I’ll love them, play with them, and try to obey.
I will be so grateful if they’ll let me stay.
I don’t think I’ll make it too long on my own,
‘Cause I’m getting weak and I’m so all alone.
Each night as I sleep in the bushes I cry,
‘Cause I’m so afraid, that I’m going to die.
I’ve got so much love and devotion to give
That I should be given a new chance to live.
So please hear me, please answer my prayer,
And send me somebody who will REALLY care.
-Author Unknown

Ellen & Portia
On May 19 two pregnant cats from a farm outside of Mankato were surrendered to the shelter.
Portia and Ellen were put in the same kennel, because there weren’t enough empty kennels for
both of them. The very first night they were there, Ellen gave birth to three beautiful kittens;
Portia gave birth to one.
When the staff arrived the morning of their second day at the shelter, the momma cats were
snuggled up with each other and Ellen was kneading Portia. Ellen was nursing two of the babies
and Portia was nursing the other two. It was the cutest sight! We could not believe that these
momma cats were sharing responsibilities with one another.
Over the next couple of days, Ellen became ill and had to be put on antibiotics. With Ellen
under the weather, Portia stepped up and took over the motherly duties.
A few weeks after their arrival, Ellen, Portia and the kittens went to a foster home.
Both cats continue to nurse each others kittens, who are healthy and happy.
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Blue Earth Nicollet County Humane Society
Upcoming Events
Mayors Race
June & July
Winner is announced on July 9;
Mayor will appear at the Fun Days Parade
with KDOG on July 11
Celebrity Dog Trainer at The PAW
July 9
Renowned dog trainer, author and TV host Joel Silverman
will giving a dog training seminar at The PAW. Appearing on national
programs such as Live! With Regis and Kathie Lee, CNN,
MSNBC and FOX News, Joel has offered advice on pet care and training
based on his lifetime commitment to the welfare of animals.
His efforts on behalf of animal rescue and welfare organizations are well known,
and Joel’s priority professionally and personally.
This event at The PAW will be preceded by the
announcement of the winner of the “GRRREAT Race.”
It is sure to be a fun and informative evening for one and all.
Soapy Paws Car Wash
July 18
11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Buster’s parking lot
Car Show
August 1
9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Come and take a look at some really neat cars, trucks and cycles on August 1
at the MICO building in North Mankato.
There will be food, prizes and some cool wheels to look at!
Enter your wheels for just $5; proceeds from entries in the show
will go to the BENCHS general operating fund.
Admission to the event is a canned food item donation for the ECHO food shelf.
Check it out, have some fun and help our homeless animals!
4th Annual BENCHS Garage Sale
August 29
Location to be announced
Great ArfWalk
September 26
Mankato Kiwanis Dog Park
Riverside Regional Pet Shelter Grand Opening
Fall 2009
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Summer 2009
The Grrreat Race: Sniffing Out the Best Dog
The dream of a new pet shelter is finally
becoming a reality. This fall, Riverside
Regional Pet Shelter opens in Mankato and
we want strong leadership.
A lucky candidate will be voted into an
honorary position of Mayor of Riverside
Regional Pet Shelter. This is not an ordinary
Mayor! We will be electing a Canine Mayor to
represent our program.
Anyone dog can be nominated; the canine’s
human campaign manager is in charge of
conducting a strong campaign to raise votes
for their candidate. One dollar equals one
vote!
Four of our Mayoral Candidates appeared
at the Cats and Dogs Alley Party on June 13.
The campaign managers gave bark-worthy
speeches as the candidates worked the crowd
and the sniffed out the votes.

Booker

Annie

Otis
Koal
To vote for a candidate, track a dogs campaign trail or register your own politically-savvy canine, go to www.benchs.org
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Donor List - through May 12, 2009
Jason Sarazine
Vincent Tomlonovic
Cheryl Lantz
Cindy Gary
Lora Lamp
Thomas Olach
Ardyth Savick
Archie & Helen Waugh
Gerri Bratsch
Kevin & Anita Elliott
Lisa Piper/Tim Custalow
Mallory Hoffman
Michelle Rogers
Susan Hammar
Don & Sue Paulson
Don Descy
Kathy Benes
Roger & Ruth Bechel
Carla Frederick
Leonard Braun
Tamie Watts
Ryan Shirk
Marilyn Ryan
Kim Smith
Pamela Jorgensen
Dianne Willaert
Patrick & Susan Wear
Michelle Malakowsky
CHS Processing
Gordon Schultz
Glenette Johnson
Don & Shirley Peterson
Warren & Gail Taylor
Craig & Debbie Sinning
Walt & Margaret Anderson
Marilyn Ringheim
Rhonda Martin
Bonnie Rennpferd
Jim & Carol Wandersee
Joan Schmitz
Brent & Pam Blair
Tasha Fox
Georgene Brock
Gary & Sandra Cooper
Karen Panowitsch
Cynthia Brenna
Vivian Thomas
Jodi Gieseke
Tom & Sharon Klugherz
Richard & Sonja Mosel
Mary Barrett
Mary Ann Watts
Rachel Slocum
Steve & Jill Johnson
Rosie Hermer
Dean & Daniela Kroon
John & Judy Corcoran
Don Strasser/Melodie Andrews
Velma McKinney
Jackie Derner
Callyn Kozitza
Gary & Judy Watts
Rick Hauge
Marcie Mullin
Margaret Hasbargen
Jeffrey Eaton
Brian Barnett
Denny & Jan Kemp
Melvin & LaVonne Craig
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Lois Carole Anderson
Frank & Judith Steffan
Sal Frederick
Sharon Prochaska
Dawn Biehn
Elizabeth Brown
Chuck & Vicki Hotchkiss
Don & Stephanie Putzier
Maggie McGoldrick
Pam Bartholomew/Gerry Schneck
Richard & Priscilla Menne
Sandra Butts
Donald Sofchalk
Todd & Beth Ingalls
Merlyn & Harriet Plotz
Jerry & Mary Killion
Ted & Julie Miller
Joshua & Sarah Stern
Monica Broughten
Marcel & Marissa Black
Weichert Realtors
Gertrude Dackins
Jen Lyons
Penny Madsen
Ruth Ballard
John & Corinne Vener
Sharon Finucane
Thomas & Carol Frederick
Arlene Walker
Dave & Pam Rose
John & Carolyn Kanyusik
Joyce Malcolm
Neil & Barbara Granberg
Lee Laurisch
Deb Carstens
Val & Vera Wigley
Joel & Shirley Anderson
Phyllis Wisen
Ronald & Elli Fisher
Sal Alsaker
Sarah Tetzloff
Marie Sanderson
Jane Schreader
Joshua & Natasha Schiffler
Corinne Ameen
Paige Snover
Larry & Sheila Herke
Lynne Gehrke
Patricia Murry
Deann Dahm
Christine Schulz/Joseph Owens
Patrick Touhey/Cathy Rieff
Randy & Char Ely
Pauline Kruger
Lee & Thelma Asche
Ruth Zenga
Coughlan Companies
Harriet Hutcherson
Sandy & Wendy Allen
Wells Federal Bank
Mark Cousins
Barbara Ferch
Kwik Trip
Dawn Evans
Richard Lurth
Donna Winter Ewert
Suzie Nickels
William & Darlene Tellijohn
Patrick Morris

Jan Boyum
Teresa Arendt
Ryan & Laura Attenberger
Terry Woods
Don & Lori Waylett
Amy Schlueter
Dakota Meadows
Patty Schaefer
Dick & Tammy Whiteis
Donald & Betty Ulman
Chris Christie
Mary Weller
Merri Jo Miller
Margaret Leiferman
Janessa Mulder
Liz Beck
Monika Antonelli
Caiti Flannery
Daniel Davidson
Deborah Swenson
Shelly Miller
Cameron Klooster
Girl Scout Troop 30349
Mary Johnston
Snell Motors
Amy Wagener
Maureen Prenn/Michael O’Connor
Michael & Joy Overstreet
Dick & Judy Clausen
Brent & Ann Helgeson
Dakota Meadows Public Achievement
Reilly Friend
Pam Kocer
Jordan German
Linda Dusek
Al Klinkhammer
Steven & Anne Ptaszynski
Addie Riha
Pioneer Hi Bred
William & Christine Bernhagen
Anonymous
Rebekah Axford
Julian Oliva-Friese
Rachel Zabel
Furs A Flyin
Martha Weisgram
Cathy Pons
Delores Greeley
Rose Kitt
Rea King
Ken & Margo Bunde
Gen Financial Management
Julie Byrne
Ann Vose
EASE Program - MRCI
Mike & Anissa Kuiper
Michelle Melby
Herb & Suzy Kroon
David McCandless
Reinhard & Barb Riessen
Carol Lee/Dave Ross
Jean Mathiowetz
Kari Cszmadia
Danielle Klassen
David Hoelmer
Dolly Froemel
Mike & Carol Bertrand
Pat Halter

Jill Frederickson Kratzke
John Vogler
Susan Williams
David & Linda Johnson
Sharon Gilligan
Chris Hamman
David & Julie Ewert
Donald & Laura Lowe
John & Myrna Vickers
Mike & Kristen Swanson
Virgene Dempewolf
Ken & Pam White
Todd & Carol Wirth
Dan & Natalie Olson
Steve & Nancy Rolfsrud
Joyce Christy
Karen Madsen
Wade & Barb Kester
Marlene Harley
Jane Schraft
David Sathe
Patricia Morrow
Paul & Ruth Corcoran
Rick & Amy Ites
Fred & Allison Parks
Maggie Simmonds
PETCO
John & Kathleen Patrek
Nichole Jacobson
Rhonda Cannata
Michelle Amundson
Jerry & Rochelle Wegman
Larson Allen CPA’s
Becca Reeb
Ashley Thorpe
Heather Cluka
Jamie Cluka
Tom Winsell
Earl & Sally Lamont
Delford & Carol Moerke
Amanda MacGregor
Cynthia Abboud
Deb Ulve
Pat Bruns
Bill Dawley
Connie Pearce
Darren & Jen Blue
William Garratt
Jenn Wester
Barbara Pederson
Lorraine Stydel
Maria Corchran
Jan Lee
Jennifer Fuller
Evelyn Engle
Jerry & Louise Workman
Juyne Vanness
Phillip & Shirley Miller
Bradley Hoehn
Crystal Berry
Dennis & Leslie Graham Childs
Virginia Christian
Leah Hoppe
Nicole Jorrisen
Lee & Loretta Snilsberg
Robert & Sarah Beiswanger
Luke Matheison
*This list includes those that were accidentally
ommitted last newsletter

Summer 2009
Donations Made in
Memory of Departed Pets
Robert & Ruth Rankin’s dog “Bear”
Vickie Busch’s dog “Shanshone”
Mark Schufman & Jill Wheeler’s dog “Bailey”
Vivian Thomas’ “Meggie”
Dick & Tammy Whiteis cat “Callie”
Mary Lichtenberg’s “Tasha”
Cathy Kaliski’s “Sami”
Mallory Hoffman’s friend Jenny’s “Tommy”

Donations Honoring the
Following Friends of
BENCHS

We have had several donations honoring
individuals for an event that is
significant to the donor & honoree.
This is a great new idea and we are pleased to
accept these gifts in honor of our friends.

Chris Murphy’s cat “JJ”
Debbie Sinning
Nicollet Clinic Veterinarians
Donna Johannsen
Our animal friends may leave us all too soon . . .
but their paw prints will dance gently on our hearts forever.

Donations Made in
Memory of Loved Ones
Edgar Marklowitz
Larry Weeks
Frederick Bowe
Loren Ringheim
Evelyn McQuiston
Robert Frederick
Richard Peterman
Keith Peterman
Ronald Sellner
Carol Hofmeister
Warner Zeno
Donald O’Donnell
Lucille Hemshrot
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Sponsor-a-Pet

Wouldn’t you love to make a real difference in the
life of a homeless dog or cat? You can do that through
the BENCHS Sponsor a Pet program. With a $30
donation, you can help to defray the cost of keeping
an animal safe, comfortable, healthy and happy while
in our care. For many of these pets, we are the first
kindness they have ever known.
Please fill out the form and return it, with your
donation, to the shelter. With your sponsorship, you
will receive a card with the animal’s photo and a brief
history of “your” pet. We encourage you to come to
the shelter to visit the animal you are sponsoring.
When your pet is adopted, we will share the happy
news with you. After all, you have helped to give this
animal a second chance!

Sponsor-a-Pet Form

Name
Address
City
State, Zip
Phone
E-mail
Type of pet:

Adult Cat
Kitten

Adult Dog
Puppy

Sponsorship Donation:
(suggested amount $25)

Mail to:
Blue Earth Nicollet County Humane Society
517 Madison Ave.
Mankato, MN 56001

Here is my gift to BENCHS!

I am enclosing $____ for the following programs:
Membership:
$30 (_) individual or $100 (_) family/business
New Leash On Life Fund (__)
Save Neglected and Abused Pets Fund (__)
Pethaven Fund/Spay Neuter Iniative (__)
Garrett Soltau Memorial Building Fund (__)
Name_______________________________________________________________________
Address____________________________________________________________________
City, State, Zipcode_________________________________________________________

E-mail__________________________________
Mail to:

Blue Earth Nicollet County Humane Society
517 Madison Ave.
Mankato, MN 56001
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U.S. Postage Paid
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Phone: (507) 625-6373
E-mail: b3nchs@yahoo.com
Web site: www.benchs.org
Date of your
last membership
renewal

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

We Need Your Help!

We need the help of caring and compassionate individuals like YOU! BENCHS is a grass
roots effort that does not receive any government funding. The daily operating costs of the
shelter are funded by community donations, memberships, grants and fundraisers.
For only $30 for an individual or $100 for a business, YOU could become a member of
BENCHS and help us take care of the homeless animals in our region. Your membership
donation will goes toward the BENCHS general operating fund, which pays for cat and dog
food, toys, collars and kitty litter. That money is also used to pay our marvelous staff and our
veterinary bills.
BENCHS accepts surrendered pets from families in the region; strays come to BENCHS
from the Mankato Animal Impound and the Blue Earth County Impound. Every month about
50 animals are brought to the shelter. BENCHS is a no-kill shelter, and treats and cares for all
animals until they are adopted.
This is an exciting time for BENCHS, as we begin to build a new shelter facility. Join us
and be a part of this historic year!

