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Blue Earth Nicollet County Humane Society

We’ve Done It!
We have finally done it! We’re out of the old building on Madison Avenue
and in our beautiful, new facility! We’re not sure who is more excited – the
staff and volunteers or the animals.
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Board meetings are open to the public on the first Monday of each month in Apollo Community Room starting at 6:30 p.m.
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Grazi
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Thank You!

-We would like to thank all our volunteers, MGM Liquor, the staff at Country Inn and Suites,
and each and every one of you who attended the 7th annual Wine, Beer and Chocolate Tasting
for making it such an incredible night. We’re not sure if it’s the food, the wine, the shopping
or just the company of people who are dedicated to our mission; we’re just so grateful for the
fantastic turn out. A great, big thank you to you all! See you next year on April 28!
-This summer we will be working on furnishing the pet kitchen in the Riverside Regional Pet
Shelter. Volunteers will be installing kitchen cabinets, which were removed from a kitchen cias!
Gra
remodel by Cherry Creek Cabinetworks and transferred to our building.
Chuck Thompson reconfigured the cabinets and measured for countertops, which were
installed the first week in June. A new refrigerator and dishwasher will finish off this
installation. Soon
we will have a working kitchen for preparing the meals for cats and dogs!
Obrigudo
Yay!
The next building project will be the small kitchen in the Apollo Community Room. We were
able to buy the cooking class kitchen from My Sisters Kitchen at a great price and will have
those components reconfigured to fit our facility.

Dank U!

We’re excited to have the opportunity to “recycle” these beautiful Cherry Creek cabinets and
Cambria countertops in our new building. Thank you to My Sisters Kitchen, Cherry Creek
Cabinetworks and Cambria for this marvelous effort.
-On May 1 a special fundraiser for BENCHS was held at Mr. Goodcents restaurant. A portion
of the sales for the day was donated to the BENCHS Capital Campaign. Everyone had lots of
fun and $200 was raised. We thank them for this special day and we must point out that their
food is absolutely delicious!
-Throughout the process of raising money for the new Riverside Regional Pet Shelter, we were
blessed to receive generous donations from several area businesses.
When you visit our new facility, oneMerci
of the first things you see is a beautiful flagstone
entrance. That was a gift from Coughlan Companies’ Mankato Quarry.
Coughlan Companies also sponsored the Kids Corner in the Apollo Community Room. This
corner is fitted with child size furniture, books and a computer loaded with interactive
software for children to learn more about the animal world.
We are so pleased by the support we have received from this Mankato company and look
forward to many other projects with them. Thank you to Coughlan Companies and its
wonderful employees!

e
Dank
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Thank You!

Grazi

e!

-If you have ever swept dog and cat hair on a hard surface, you know it’s more of a chase and
capture activity than a cleaning chore.
Shortly after moving in our new building, board member Walt Anderson noticed we were
expending a lot of energy trying to catch the hair that rolled around.
Walt told his buddy Ike at Better Housekeeping about our sweeping challenges. Ike showed
him the solution to our problem: a vacuum designed to be worn as a backpack. It’s light
weight and powerful, with a very long wand and cord. Staff and volunteers can strap this on
cias!
and begin to collect hair in a matter of seconds, which means no more sprinting after Gra
hairballs!
Ike donated this vacuum to the shelter and we are thrilled! Thank you, Ike!

Obrigudo
-The Riverside Regional Pet Shelter is incredibly fortunate to have the support and interest
of the media in our area. The coverage we receive is paramount to the success of our program
and we are so grateful.
Every week KEYC comes to our facility to shoot a segment called “Pick ofDank
the Litter,”
U!which
highlights some of our adoptable pets. When we’re promoting a BENCHS event or fundraiser,
KEYC’s Jan Ellenson frequently invites us to join her on Regional Spotlight.
Radio Mankato has collaborated with us on several projects and consistently uses their
airwaves to advertise our events. On KTOE, board member Lois Anderson is a featured
Morning Blend guest and president Susan Kroon is on once a month with Trish.
In the print world, we have our friends at the Mankato Free Press. So many wonderful stories
have been printed by the reporters there and the onging support is such a great boost for us.
Three Eagles Communication has a new feature on their Web site: on their home page you
will find “Pets of the Week,” which includes photos of one dog and one cat that are at the
shelter waiting for a forever home. Three Eagles is also sponsoring a pet fair during the North
Mankato Fun Days.

Merci

Thank you to all our local media outlets for your support!
-Thank you to Wow Zone for their support in our first bowling tournament “Pins for Paws.”
We brought in more than $9,000 and have plans for making next years even bigger!
-Our annual winter event, Pasta at the Pub, once again had Pub 500 bursting with BENCHS
supporters. Thank you to Pub 500, all our volunteers, everyone who came for dinner and
Mayor Otis for sharing his birthday celebration with us!
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Upcoming Events
June 8
2010 Grrreat Race kick-off
Does your dog have what it takes to be the Mayor of the Riverside
Regional Pet Shelter?!
Saturday, June 19
ArtSplash, North Mankato City Hall lawn
BENCHS receives half of all proceeds made from the
ArtSplash silent auction, so please stop by between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m.
Wednesday, June 23
Microchip Your Pet!
5 p.m. to 7 p.m. in the RRPS Apollo Community Room
Monday, July 5
Bring your dog to a MoonDogs game!
FREE admission to a MoonDogs game if you bring your canine
friend! Our Mayors Race candidates will be campaigning for your
votes and we will have some fundraising activities for the shelter, too.
Saturday, July 10
Fun Days parade in North Mankato
Our newly elected Mayor of Riverside Regional Pet Shelter will be
on hand to greet his constituents. After the parade head up the hill to
Three Eagles Communication for a pet fair from 12 p.m. to 4 p.m.
Saturday, July 24
A very unique event is being planned for late July. Check out our
Facebook page and Web site for more information; you definitely
won’t want to miss out!
Saturday, August 28
BINGO!
4 p.m. at the Redman Club in St. Peter
$1 for a three game board

Raise a glass to MGM and help
our shelter animals while you sip!
This spring our local MGM
Liquor Warehouse, along with
one of their distributors, created
and dedicated a line of wines to
support the Riverside Regional
Pet Shelter. Three delicious
wines, part of the “Safe Haven
Wines” collection, hit the MGM
shelves in April.
The labels on our RRPS wine
collection feature the images of
our new building and some of our
adoption success stories.
Head to your nearest MGM store
and look for “Muddy Paws
Merlot,” “Lucky Cat Cabernet
Sauvignon,” and “Give Them
Shelter Chardonnay.” BENCHS
receives $1 for every bottle sold.
Our heartfelt thanks to Greg and
Patrick at MGM for making this
opportunity possible.

Mark
Your
Calendar!

August
5th annual BENCHS garage sale
Start saving your donations and plan to be there to shop!
Saturday, September 25
The Great ArfWalk, Mankato Kiwanis Dog Park

Don’t forget to renew your membership! The date your membership was last paid
is on the top of your address label. If you think there is a mistake, let us know.
Our goal is to increase memberships every year!
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Message from the President
As I was preparing to re-launch the BENCHS capital campaign a couple
years ago, I gathered a few community members and asked them if,
realistically, we could ever raise the money to build a new facility. I will
never forget the response of one of the men in the group. He looked at
me and said, “There will be a new shelter in this community when pigs
fly.”
I am issuing a warning to everyone: watch out for flying pigs!
Less than three years have passed since that meeting, and the new
Riverside Regional Pet Shelter is now open.
As you pull up to our building, through the windows you can see cats
lounging on their climbers and windowsills. When you walk to the back
hall, you can see our dogs contentedly resting, playing with a toy or
chewing on a bone.
There’s a calmness among the cats and dogs that you just never saw in
our old building, and for that we are so grateful. We are so fortunate to
have this magnificent facility for all our furry friends and are
appreciative of every donation we have received.
We have come a long way since our days on Madison Avenue and
although we’re occupying our new facility, we still need your help. We
have worked so hard to raise money and prevent cost over-runs, but we
do need another $350,000 to pay off our building debt.

P
Volunteer P
Exercise

Spend time with family

P

Let the dogs at BENCHS help
you check everything off your list!
Dog walkers are always needed
to take the dogs out for fresh air
and exercise. Throw on a pair of
athletic shoes and stop by the
shelter! Not only are you helping
the dogs, you’re also getting
exercise and, if you bring some
family or friends, spending some
quality time with loved ones!
We look forward to seeing you at
the shelter!

Tuesday, Thursday,
Saturday, Sunday
4 p.m. to 6 p.m.

Even if it is just a few dollars, please consider making a financial
donation to BENCHS; every cent counts. Right now we need your
support and your dollars so we can finish paying off the building.
Also, please renew your BENCHS membership. The date of the last
renewal is on your address sticker and the membership renewal form is
enclosed in the newsletter.
Again, our sincere thanks to everyone who helped us get as far as we
have and please, if you can, dig a bit deeper and send us your support!

Alchemy! Aluminum cans become money!

SU
P
BE POR
NC T
HS

One easy way to support the animals at Riverside Regional Pet Shelter is to save your aluminum cans.
Periocidally we send volunteers to the Mankato Recycling Center, where you get money for each can, with all
of our donated aluminum. The recycling money goes directly toward the shelter’s daily operations.
So when you’ve finished a case of your favorite soda, bring your empty cans to the can corral in our parking
lot. Who knew drinking a can of pop could be so rewarding?!
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Happy Tails
Tina and Lucy could not have been any more different from each other.
Tina is a very large 10- month-old Great Dane. Although Tina was
surrendered to the shelter, she had always been cared for and loved.
Lucy, a petite, brown tabby with a blind eye, had not been so lucky. She
was found during a freezing rainstorm sitting in the middle of the road.
A Good Samaritan brought this pathetic little girl to the shelter; she
was in rough shape.
Tina and Lucy came to the shelter under different circumstances but
ended up sharing the Apollo Community Room. Lucy needed the extra
care and sunshine and Tina needed the extra space.

BENCHS Wish List:
-Premium Edge adult cat food
-Premium Edge kitten food
-Cat toys
-Canned cat and dog food
-Liquid laundry detergent
-Paper towels
-Catnip toys
-Leashes

And so began a beautiful friendship. Anytime Lucy was let out of her
cage, she went straight to Tina. They rubbed up against each other,
gave each other kisses and slept together on Tina’s bed.
It was such a heartwarming
sight - a young, giant dog
taking such gentle care of a
fragile, older cat.
Because she is such a rare
breed, we knew Tina would
be easy to adopt - we weren’t
as optimistic about Lucy.
There were several inquiries
about Tina, but we knew we
had found the right family for
her when the woman said of
course Lucy should come home with them, too.
Tina was able to go home right away, but Lucy needed a few more
weeks at the shelter because of her health issues. Tina missed her cat so
much that one day their new mom drove two hours to the shelter so the
girls could visit each other. Eventually Lucy improved enough that she
too could go home.

Did You Know?

Every day 10,000 humans are
born in the United States, while
70,000 puppies and kittens are
born. As long as these birth rates
exist, there will never be enough
homes for all of the animals.
Please spay or
neuter your pet!

We are so happy that Tina and Lucy are together again!

Boxes, Baskets and Buckets: Kitten season begins at RRPS
May 3 just might have been a record day for BENCHS. Dozens and dozens of kittens were surrendered in the span
of just a few hours. Some came in boxes, some came in baskets and finally a few arrived in a bucket. There were
tiny kittens that needed to be bottle-fed and bigger kittens that needed a little time to grow up
before going home.
If you would be willing to foster a litter of these adorable kittens until they are old enough to
stay at the shelter, please contact Cami, our shelter coordinator.
And although we love our kittens, we want to emphasize that there are far too many
kittens in the world, and we need to continue to spay and neuter our pets.
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Super Kids!
Toward the end of April, Seth Rasmussen of St. Peter created
a Fun Run fundraiser for BENCHS. He then came into the
shelter bursting with pride and presented us with $1,830 that
he had raised. Absolutely incredible and we thank him for this
wonderful effort.
These dedicated kids thought up all kinds of ways to raise
a grand total of $370, plus lots of supplies for our animals.
Because of their efforts they go on our ever growing list of
SUPER KIDS !
Sam Rausch
Chloe Lantz
Reese & Payton Portugue
Ana Goelner
Jennifer Rohl
Caitlin Schauer
Alicia Boettcher
Josh Beiswanger
Kato Clippers 4-H Club
Megan & Molly Moran
Landon & Eadon Javens
Nia & Teagan Weiss

Double the Love
In an effort to place more kittens in homes this
summer, BENCHS is offering a program called “Double
the Love.”
When you adopt a kitten from BENCHS for the
standard fee of $125, you may choose a playmate for
your new baby. It’s twice the love, twice the cuddles
and twice the fun – but for the price of one.

Help the SNAP Fund
We need your help.
Over the last few months we have
experienced an outbreak of a
deadly disease called Parvo. It’s
a virus that affects mainly young
dogs that have not been
vaccinated. The dogs get extremely
sick and will die if not treated; with
proper care most of the dogs make
a full recovery.
Treatment for Parvo is very
intensive and also costly. At the
shelter, we cover the treatments
costs with the donations made to
our Save Neglected and Abused
Pets fund. Those donations have
helped us save Joey the French
Bulldog mix; three 4-week-old
puppies that were abandoned on
the side of the road; and Shadow,
Stella and Ebony from the
Mankato City Impound. All of
these dogs have fully recovered and
are now living in wonderful forever
homes.
Unfortunately, the SNAP fund is
running very low on money. Please
make a donation and help us save
the lives of animals who need our
help.

Adoption fee includes all age-appropriate vaccinations.
When they are old enough to be spayed/neutered,
BENCHS will send you a $50 rebate for both kittens
after the surgery.
Lets work together to place as many kittens in
homes as we can this summer.

“Purr”haps you can help? Help is needed one hour, one day a week to
clean the cages of BENCHS cats available for adoption at PETCO.
For more information, please contact llander@hickorytech.net

Since recovering from Parvo, Jill and
Meghan have been placed in safe,
loving forever homes.
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Our Own Surgical Suite
One of the spaces that was drawn into the RRPS
building plans but not completed is the
surgical suite. We wanted to install a fully
equipped surgery suite, but during the
building process we needed to put that on pause
to save money.
However, thanks to donations and the dedication
of Dr. Gala Beckendorf, we have been slowly and
surely making progress on furnishing the suite.
Gala has been working diligently to find
discounted equipment, and we now have an
anesthesia machine, surgical table and autoclave.
The cabinetry for the room has been ordered
and delivered by Ikea. A refrigerator will also be
installed soon.
Gala has also been in touch with other area
veterinarians about staffing the suite in the future.
Our goal is to bring vets to our facility on a weekly
basis to complete sterilizations on the cats and
dogs. Only RRPS animals will be treated in this
space; having our own surgical suite will save a
tremendous amount of money and cut back on
transportation time.
Our sincere appreciation to Gala for
leading this project.

It seems like shelter volunteers are always begging
money and nothing in that regard has changed. We
still have many expenses on the new building, as
construction always costs more than anyone expects.
We also had some extra start up expenses in the new
facility and are paying utilities on two buildings until
our old facility is sold.
While we are in no means in any kind of trouble, we
do like to keep a solid balance in our bank account
and the operating budget has suffered some because
of the capital campaign. If you have even a few
dollars to spare, any donation is appreciated.

Name Game
There is still some confusion in our community
regarding the name of our new faciility.
When the BENCHS Board of Directors began the
process of planning a new building, we agreed that the
shelter should have a name that reflected our program.
We are not a branch of any county, we are an
independent, non-profit organization. We also serve a
much greater range than the two counties in our title.
So we were looking for a name that expressed our
service area and our new location.
“Riverside” describes the location of the new building.
“Regional” better describes our area of influence, which
includes the greater southern Minnesota area. And we
wanted to describe our project, providing a shelter or
haven for pets. Thus the Riverside Regional Pet
Shelter.

Your dog will love “ruffin’ it” at
Liberty Acres Pet Lodge!
Locally owned and operated by Lisa Richards,
CVT with more than 12 years experience working
in vet clinics and boarding facilities.
Call now to reserve for the summer!
(507) 317-7700
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Riverside Regional Pet Shelter is owned and managed
by the BENCHS Board of Directors. In the future we
might look at changing the name of the board, but that
requires a fair amount of legal assistance, time and
money. So as we start out, we will proudly remain the
BENCHS program, managing the new Riverside
Regional Pet Shelter.

Summer 2010
The Grrreat Race: Sniffing Out the Best Dog
Last summer we introduced you to Otis, the “elected” mayor of the
Riverside Regional Pet Shelter. Otis carried out his duties exceptionally,
but it’s now time to pass the leash.
Once again, one lucky candidate will be voted into the honorary position
of Mayor of Riverside Regional Pet Shelter. Anyone dog can be nominated;
the canine’s human campaign manager is in charge of conducting a strong
campaign to raise votes for their candidate. One dollar equals one vote!
Candidates will have about five weeks to campaign and collect votes. We
will announce the winner of the race on July 8 at the Mankato MoonDogs
game.
For more information visit our Web site, our Facebook page or e-mail us at
grrreatrace@gmail.com. Registration materials are available at Pet Expo
and RRPS.

Otis

The Story of Journey
Terri Hanson

It was about 7:45 p.m. when two college girls called the shelter, saying that they had found a dog on the
highway that had been hit by a car. They brought in Journey, a boy who was so badly injured we had to use a
makeshift stretcher to get him into the building.
After getting Journey settled and administering some pain meds, I started gently cleaning him up. There were
so many mats on this dog’s body, I wasn’t even sure what sex it was at first. His tail was literally matted to his
legs with cockleburs, feces and who knows what else. He smelled terrible to say the least, but had the most
soulful brown eyes I had ever seen on a dog.
To show his appreciation of the little things I was doing, like bringing him water and feeding him kibble,
Journey kept licking my hands. It was close to 10 p.m. when I left that night because I’d promised him I
wouldn’t leave until he fell asleep.
The next morning Journey was taken to Nicollet Vet. Katherine called me later
to say Journey hadn’t been hit by a car – he’d been shot in the leg. The blood I
had been cleaning off him was from the bullet wound. I was in complete shock
that someone could do something like that to such a sweet and gentle dog; I was
heartbroken.
Journey’s progress is unbelievable. He doesn’t even walk with a limp anymore!
He loves tennis balls, going for walks, playing in the backyard and simply being
around people. Journey is truly one of the sweetest, goofiest and most
well-mannered dogs that I have met during my time at the shelter.
Happily, Journey has been adopted and is in a safe forever home.
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If you are a past donor to the
BENCHS Capital Campaign, we
again thank you. Our new facility
is a dream come true.
We have raised more than
$1 million, but need another
$350,000 before we can retire
the capital campaign.
If you have not yet made a
donation to the building fund,
please consider doing so
immediately - there is s form to
fill out included in this
newsletter. If you already made
a gift, would you consider adding
to that amount?
We are so grateful.

Microchip Your Pets!
Every year, thousands of animals are lost in the United States.
Statistically, animals that have identification have a much higher chance
of getting home. Unfortunately, a large majority of stray animals do not
have identification and are euthanized due to a lack of space. Closer to
home, the City of Mankato impounded 476 animals in 2007. Of those,
only 204 were returned to their home.
Microchipping is a simple and effective way to permanently identify
your pet, even if your pet has a collar with tags. Approximately the size
of a grain of rice, a microchip ID will never fall off, get lost or need to be
replaced. The procedure can be performed while the pet is awake and is
the equivalent of getting a vaccination: the microchip is simply injected
under the skin between your pets shoulders. Once the microchip is
registered with the manufacturer, veterinary clinics, shelters and animal
control agencies can scan the microchip. The identification number is
unique to each pet and is easily traced back to the pet’s owner.
The next microchipping event will be held on June 23 from 5 p.m. to
7 p.m. in the Apollo Community Room at the Riverside Regional Pet
Shelter.
The cost is $35 for implantation and registration is free.

Please Volunteer

If you have visited the new Riverside Regional Pet Shelter recently you probably noticed that
there are computer screens on the desks - something we couldn’t have in the caustic atmosphere
of the old shelter. This computer equipment, generously donated and maintained by Pete Meixl at
Geeks 2 U, is key to keeping accurate, easily retrievable animal and volunteer records.
We are currently using a program called iShelters, an online database system that allows us to
enter and manipulate the information from any computer terminal. That means our staff and key
volunteers can do their work from home, as well as at the shelter.
We have also started using the system to work with volunteers. All volunteers are asked to
complete an application on which they check off the type of volunteer work they would like to do.
That information is then entered into our iShelters database.
Would you like to get involved? The new shelter is eight times as large as the old one and we
haven’t increased the number of staff, so we really do appreciate the help of volunteers!
We particularly need people to help out with cleaning, and manning the front desk during
adoption and dog walking times. Can you help?
Looking forward to entering you in our database,
Walt Anderson, Board of Directors
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Find us on Facebook!
the Riverside Regional
Pet Shelter/Friends of
BENCHS.

Summer 2010
Donations Made in
Memory of Loved Ones

Millie Bohrer
Rose Marie Ley’s college roommate
Judy Rohlfs
Maureen Botten
James Goddard
Lois Bohlen
Sherburn Mason
Jennifer Johnson
David Ramy
Joey Marklow
Paul Norenberg
Dustin Lemke
Skip Roberts
Lorraine Wolverton
Peter Passolt
Ward Wakeman
Donations Honoring the
Bayard Haugen
Following Friends of BENCHS
Joan Wade’s son
We have had several donations honoring
Dorothy Hoplin
individuals for an event that is
Jenny Anderson
significant
to the donor & honoree.
Laurel Moran
This is a great new idea and we are pleased to
Helen Griffith
accept these gifts in honor of our friends.
James Starrett
Herman Carstens
Georgene Brock & “Peaches”
Wendell Lorentz
Connie Long
Glenn Batemann
Jerry
Workman
Alice Wolfe
Walt Anderson
Nancy Gehrke
Rochelle Wegman
Donald Strawwer

Donations Made in
Memory of Departed Pets
Chad & Elaine Buhs’ dog “Winnie”
Pauly Freese’s dog “Honey”
Brad & Holley Reeves’ pet “Maggie”
Pepsi Pengelly’s dog
Tom Salsbery family dog “Dane”
Gay Edwards’ pet “Maggie”
Vicki Edwards Merton’s pet “Maggie”

Our animal friends may leave us all too soon . . .
but their paw prints will dance gently on our hearts forever.
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Phone: (507) 625-6373
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Web site: www.benchs.org

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
Your last membership renewal

We Need Your Help!

We need the help of caring and compassionate individuals like YOU! BENCHS is a grass
roots effort that does not receive any government funding. The daily operating costs of the
shelter are funded by community donations, memberships, grants and fundraisers.
For only $30 for an individual or $100 for a business, YOU could become a member of
BENCHS and help us take care of the homeless animals in our region. Your membership
donation will goes toward the BENCHS general operating fund, which pays for cat and dog
food, toys, collars and kitty litter. That money is also used to pay our marvelous staff and our
veterinary bills.
BENCHS accepts surrendered pets from families in the region; strays come to BENCHS
from the Mankato Animal Impound and the Blue Earth County Impound. Every month about
50 animals are brought to the shelter. BENCHS is a no-kill shelter, and treats and cares for all
animals until they are adopted.

