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Blue Earth Nicollet County Humane Society

I RESCUED A HUMAN TODAY
by Janine Allen
Her eyes met mine as she walked down the corridor peering apprehensively into the
kennels. I felt her need instantly and knew I had to help her.
I wagged my tail, not too exuberantly, so she wouldn’t be afraid. As she stopped at
my kennel I blocked her view from a little accident I had in the back of my cage. I
didn’t want her to know that I hadn’t been walked today. Sometimes the overworked
shelter keepers get too busy and I didn’t want her to think poorly of them.
As she read my kennel card I hoped that she wouldn’t feel sad about my past. I only
have the future to look forward to and want to make a difference in someone’s life.
She got down on her knees and made little kissy sounds at me. I shoved my
shoulder and side of my head up against the bars to comfort her. Gentle fingertips
caressed my neck; she was desperate for companionship. A tear fell down her cheek
and I raised my paw to assure her that all would be well.
Soon my kennel door opened and her smile was so bright that I instantly jumped into
her arms.
I would promise to keep her safe.
I would promise to always be by her side.
I would promise to do everything I could to see that radiant smile and sparkle in her
eyes.
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I was so fortunate that she came down my corridor. So many more are out there who
haven’t walked the corridors. So many more to be saved. At least I could save one.
I rescued a human today.

Board meetings are open to the public on the first Monday of each month at Snell Motors Community Room starting at 6:30 p.m.

Blue Earth Nicollet County Humane Society
Thank You!
- The fantastic sewing team at MRCI deserves a very
special thank you! They handmade warm, snuggly beds
for the cats and kittens at BENCHS and carefully
created each with love. What a joy for our feline
friends.

- September 6, 2008, marked the grand opening of The
PAW, the new pet resort in Mankato - and BENCHS
was lucky enough to be part of the celebration!
The owner of The PAW, Tom Yenish, invited BENCHS
to run a food stand during the day. They very
generously donated all supplies for the food stand, so
all we had to do was find some volunteers!
BENCHS volunteers sold delicious snacks and
refreshing drinks and escorted dogs from the shelter to
meet and greet the visitors. Not only did we raise
money that day, but several dogs were adopted as
well!
Thank you to Tom Yenish and The PAW staff for their
generosity. We wish them great success and appreciate
their kindness!

- We would like to extend our gratitude to Mankato
Answering Service. It’s making our lives so much easier!
With all the goes on at the shelter, staff and volunteers
can’t always get to the phone when it rings. But now if
we don’t get to the phone on time, MAS picks up,
answers questions and takes messages for the shelter.
It’s such a huge help and coming at quite a deep
discount. Thank you Mankato Answering Service!
If you need phone help for your business, talk to Mary
at Mankato Answering Service.

Page 2

- We would like to extend a big thank you to the
ArtSplash coordinators who so generously shared
the ArtSplash proceeds with BENCHS. This year’s
ArtSplash event was held the same day as our
garage sale so most of us could not make it, but we
plan to be there next year! Thank you so much!

- Thank you to Dean for donating a digital camera
to BENCHS! We have needed one for years and are
so grateful for your donation. Keep an eye out for
more photos on the Web site and in the
newsletter!

- Thank you to our corporate sponsors, Target,
Pet Expo and WalMart. They frequently save
merchandise and gift it to the shelter. Every
donation helps and the cats and dogs at the
shelter appreciate it!

- A big thank you goes to Chuck Cantele and his
dog Lance for nominating Susan Kroon, Katherine
Nelson and Don Nelson for KEYC Jefferson Good
People awards. A big thank you also goes to Linda
Hachfeld for drafting the application for this
nomination and to the sponsors of this award.
Susan, Katherine and Don are grateful for the
awards and the extra attention it drew to the
shelter!
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Taylor Tags

When you come to visit the dogs at the shelter you will notice a
special tag on their collars. These tags are a new addition for our
dogs, thanks to a Husky named Frank.
Frank was staying in a foster home in Mankato when he snuck
out and took himself on an adventure. Frank wasn’t wearing any
identification tags, so the gentleman who discovered him called
the police.
Frank was quickly returned to his foster home and we contacted
Frank’s rescuer to thank him for all his help. The man told us that
if Frank had some form of identification, he would have just called
the shelter and not the police. That prompted us to create
identification tags for ALL shelter dogs.
Now, because of Frank’s mischievousness and Pet Expos tag and
engraving donation, any shelter dog that slips away will be easily
identified and returned! Thanks Frank!

Join us February 7, 2009, for the 3rd
annual Spaghetti Dinner at Pub 500!
For $10 you get all the pasta, salad,
breadsticks and soda you can consume!
We’ll be stuffing ourselves with ‘sgetti from
4 p.m. to 8 p.m.
We hope to see you there!

P
Volunteer P
Exercise

Spend time with family

P

Let the dogs at BENCHS help
you check everything off your list!
Dog walkers are always needed
to take the dogs out for fresh air
and exercise. Throw on a pair of
athletic shoes and stop by the
shelter! Not only are you helping
the dogs at the shelter, you’re also
getting exercise and, if you bring
some family or friends, spending
some quality time with loved ones!
We look forward to seeing you at
the shelter!
Monday – Saturday
7:30 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Sunday and Monday
7:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
3:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Saving Simon

Did You Know?

Every day 10,000 humans are
born in the United States, while
70,000 puppies and kittens are
born. As long as these birth rates
exist, there will never be enough
homes for all of the animals.
Please spay or
neuter your pet!

Sometimes animals are hurt because people are uninformed and
ignorant. This was the case for Simon, a five-month-old Rat Terrier who
was brought to the shelter.
Simon’s family got him when he was just two months old. They put a
collar on him, tied him outside and never touched him again. He hadn’t
been vaccinated, so they thought they would get rabies if they touched
him.
Thankfully, they eventually decided to bring Simon to the shelter.
When Cami, the shelter coordinator, took him out of his carrier, she was
shocked: the collar that had been put on Simon three months ago was
totally embedded into his neck. His skin had actually grown around the
collar; it was infected and had to be surgically removed.
With money from the Save Neglected and Abused Pets fund, Simon’s
collar was removed and his neck healed. But while Simon’s wounds are
healing, his emotional scars go much deeper.
Simon was placed in a foster home, but because he had never been
socialized, he wouldn’t let his foster dad touch him. It took a lot of time
and patience, but with the loving care of his foster home, Simon has
greatly improved. Finally, he gets to be a puppy.
Once he is a little more socialized, Simon will be looking for a new
family. He needs a family who has other dogs and a fenced yard. They
have to understand that, despite how young he is, Simon has already had
a life time of suffering.
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Blue Earth Nicollet County Humane Society
Riverside Regional Pet Shelter Building Update
This is a Very exciting time for friends of BENCHS! When you take a
drive north on Highway 169, just past the Harley Davidson shop you will
see heavy equipment moving dirt and digging the foundation for the new
Riverside Regional Pet shelter. After years of talking and months of
planning it is finally happening!
Ian Carlstrom with Robert W. Carlstrom Co, Inc., was selected as the
general contractor in October. He is very excited about this project: he’s
been soliciting in-kind donations from all the subcontractors and planning
fundraisers with the Young Professionals Association to raise money for
the Capital Campaign.
The site work phase of the project will include grading the site, putting
in the utilities and pouring the foundation footings. Thermal blankets will
be placed on the foundation to keep frost depth at a minimum so the next
phase of the project can start in the early spring.
In the meantime, we’re working with Paulson Architects to put the
finishing touches on the building plans and found out the winning site
work bid was 25% less than the estimate we were given five years ago!
Everything is falling in to place and we’re all so excited about having a
clean, safe, functional building for our shelter friends.
If you have any questions
about the building, contact
Don Nelson at
mktoctrl@hickorytech.net.

Your 2008 Board Members

President:
Vice President:
Secretary:
Treasurer:
		
		
		

Page 4

Susan Kroon		
Katherine Nelson
Lois Anderson		
Deb Sinning		
Sue Paulson
Trista Delaney		
Chuck Cantale
Walt Anderson

(507) 388-2811
(507) 380-7737
(507) 388-2408
(507) 387-6850		
(507) 388-1156
(507) 388-6882
(507) 388-3500
(507) 625-4420

Meet Our
General Contractor,
Ian Carlstrom!
I was born and raised here in
Mankato; I went to Bozeman,
Montana, for college and graduated
with a degree in business
management. I have three cats, Raja,
Mask and Kazi, and a yellow-lab
named Josie. They’re all fat, happy
and get along with each other!
My first job in the construction
world was cleaning job sites when I
was 13; from there I worked my way
up operating equipment, working as
a laborer, doing carpentry and, after
college, working in the office. I have
been part-owner/Vice President for
almost five years now.
In terms of the BENCHS project I
will be the estimator, project
manager and general manager. I
also plan on helping with
fundraising. I feel that the need for
this project more than justifies the
challenges we’ll face, as it is
something that is far over due in our
community.

This Christmas, please take some
time to help our staff and canine
friends. All the shelter dogs need
walks daily, but it can be hard to
find enough walkers on Christmas
Eve, Christmas Day, New Years
Eve and New Year’s Day. So please
consider adding dog
walking to your holiday
festivities!
Dog walking hours are from
7:30 a.m. to 11 a.m. and 4 p.m. to
7 p.m. December 24, December
25, December 31 and January 1.
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Why Should You Microchip Your Pet?
We all know our pets are sneaky and can occasionally slip out of the
house. All it takes is an open door opens or a broken leash and suddenly
you’ve lost a precious member of your family. The Humane Society of the
United States estimates that only 30% of dogs and between 2% and 5% of
cats are reunited with their family once they are lost if they have not been
microchipped. Because of that, more and more pet owners get their cats
and dogs chipped to make sure that, if the they end up at an impound
facility or shelter, they will get them back.
Cat owners tend to be less likely to microchip their pets, even though cats
often get away. Ivan and Johnny Cash are two examples why you should
microchip your cat:
-Ivan was found 60 miles from his home and had been gone for four
months.
-Johnny Cash ended up at the Mankato Animal Impound. The impound
officer checked him for chip and discovered it was registered to a family in
the Twin Cities. When she contacted them, they said that they used to live
in Mankato and lost their cat 2 years ago. They drove down right away and
were reunited with their Johnny.
Starting in January, BENCHS will schedule regular microchipping events.
Dates, times and locations will be announced on our Web site.
The cost will be $38 per pet.

Super Kids!
-In August a group of enthusiastic
young BENCHS supporters held a
car wash at Franklin Elementary
School to earn money for our new
shelter. What a super idea! They
raised more than $200 to help with
the new building and the animals
thank them for their hard work.
-Reed Bruender, 14, and his sister,
Raeanna, 10, had a lemonade and
snack stand at their mom’s garage
sale and earned $37.50 for the
shelter. Way to go !

Message from the President
Here at the shelter, we have been experiencing the economic downturn
for months. Possibly in the future we can use pet shelters as predictors of
economic conditions - even last spring we started to see slower adoption
rates and an increase in surrendered pets. People come to the shelter with
tear soaked faces and turn over a beloved pet because of their dire
financial situations.
I have no suggestions on the repair of our system; what I do address with
you is the need to support the shelter. We are packed to the brim with
homeless pets, all our foster families are being utilized and we’re working
frantically to raise money for the desperately needed Riverside Regional
Pet Shelter.
This holiday season, please consider being a Santa to a BENCHS friend,
buying a brick or paver to accelerate the fundraising for the new shelter,
or attend one of our events. Right now we need your support – financial or
otherwise – more than ever!
Happy Holidays!
Susan Kroon

-Allison Madden made a dog
first-aid kit for a 4-H project and
donated it to the shelter, along with
$24 she collected for us. Allison is a
repeat SUPER KID and we
appreciate her dedication!
-Haydin Hanson, 8, and Regyn
Hanson, 5, also held a car wash for
the shelter. They earned $65 for the
shelter. Good work, kids !

Deb Carstens
MS,CNS, LP

Clinical Nurse Specialist
Licensed Psychologist
1008 S Front St
Mankato, MN 56001
507.386.7318
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Be A Santa

This holiday season, be a Santa for a
homeless pet! Not everyone can bring home
another cat or dog, but everyone can
sponsor a pet and make their Christmas
a little brighter!
For just $35, you can bring some Christmas
cheer to the shelter. Every sponsored animal
receives Christmas gifts and special
Christmas dinners, courtesy of their “Santas!”
In return, you will receive a photo of and
information about your sponsored pet!
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Blue Earth Nicollet County Humane Society
Timber’s Great Escape
A few months ago, a dog named
Timber was brought to the
shelter from city impound. But
Timber got one look at the old
shelter and said, “I’m outta here!”
She slipped her collar and took off
at a run, right into traffic on
Madison Avenue. To the horror of
the shelter staff, Timber was hit by
a car as she tried to make her way
across the street – but by some
miracle, she was able to get up and
keep running. She was obviously
hurt and scared, but completely
unwilling to be caught, so she took
refuge in the ravines near the
Calvary Cemetery.
After Timber’s escape, KEYC ran
a story and Radio Mankato asked
their listeners to keep an eye out for
the elusive dog. Many people
contacted the shelter with sightings
of the injured dog. Some people
even took late night walks through
the cemetery to check the live trap
that had been set.
The shelter mobilized a search
party and 15 people scoured the
woods and ravines. No luck. On
Saturday evening a Sister from
Good Council called to see if Timber
had been found; the Sisters included
Timber in their prayer that evening.
The next morning a sheriff reported
a Timber sighting. Less than twenty
minutes later, a couple of
volunteers checked the live trap and
low and behold, there was Timber.
It took four days, countless
volunteers, local media outlets,
a live trap and a little help from
“above” to catch Timber.
After her capture, Timber went
directly to a foster home where she
is doing very well. Her wounds are
healing, she has been spayed and
now she is learning to trust people.
She should be ready to go to a
forever home within a few weeks.
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Madigan’s Success Story
About a month ago, a very crabby cat was left outside of BENCHS.
She was very unhappy to be at the shelter, growling and hissing at the
staff. She was aptly named “Mrs. Crankers” because of her menacing
behavior.
Mrs. Crankers had survived a few weeks at the shelter when Julie
Bryne agreed to be a foster mom. Here’s
her success story!:
“When we picked her up, we’d already
come up with a new name - ‘Madigan,’ a
play on her angry personality – that was
much sweeter than Cranker!
The first few days at her foster home,
Madigan was pretty unapproachable. My
husband and I would take turns sitting
near her, talking to her and attempting
to touch her. By the end of the weekend,
she would come over and bump into us, but we couldn’t touch her without risk of being bitten.
But we kept trying (and have the little puncture marks on both our
hands to prove it!) because we had a good feeling there was potential
for this little kitty. Our efforts paid off – by Monday night, she had
discovered the warmth and comfort of our laps! Eureka! It was still on
her own terms, but huge progress for Madigan.
By the end of that week, Madigan seemed truly happy to see us and be
with us. She had full run of the house by then, including our bedroom
if she wanted to sleep with us at night.
At this point, Madigan seems to have ‘turned the corner.’ She no
longer she tries to bite us, she lets us pet her (for the most part), is an
enthusiastic lap cat and sleeps with us! She seems so happy to be here
with us and the feeling is mutual!”

BENCHS Wish List
Clay cat litter
Premium Edge Adult cat food
Premium Edge Kitten food
Cat toys
Canned cat and dog food
Bones and rawhide chews for dogs
Liquid laundry detergent
Paper towels
OdoBan Odor Eliminator
Clorox Cleanup
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Riverside Regional Pet Shelter
Bricks and Pavers
The Blue Earth Nicollet County Humane Society strives to protect, care
for and find loving forever homes for every animal that comes through its
doors. But with declining economic conditions placing pressure on
families in our community, the number of animals surrendered to BENCHS
has dramatically increased. This year alone BENCHS has sheltered and
cared for more than 600 animals.
As the need continues to grow, our current facility does not. The size of
our building is grossly inadequate for the number of animals coming in
and out of the shelter, in addition to the deteriorating state of the building.
A region-wide capital campaign is currently underway for a new animal
shelter and we need your help
With the holiday season approaching, we graciously request you
consider a gift that benefits homeless animals: a brick or paver to be placed
on the sidewalk outside of the new shelter. Bricks and pavers will be
permanently placed in a decorative sidewalk or garden area leading up to
the Riverside Regional Pet Shelter. This is a wonderful way to remember a
special pet, honor a friend or family member, or commemorate an
occasion like a wedding, retirement, graduation or anniversary. The
unique bricks and pavers are engraved with state of the art technology,
guaranteed to last a lifetime.
For $500 for a 4x8 brick, or $1,000 for an 8x8 paver, you can purchase
a one-of-a-kind holiday gift that brings joy to the recipient and homeless
animals in our community. For an additional small fee of $15 for a brick or
$30 for a paver, you can also receive a miniature replica to place in your
own garden or special spot. All proceeds from the bricks and pavers go
toward the Riverside Regional Pet
Shelter capital campaign.
e
sid Pet
For more information, please contact
r
l
ve
Mary Weller, (507) 420-5435, or Jerry
Ri ona er
i
g
lt
Wegman (507) 380-4908.
Re he

Message from the
Shelter Coordinator
Animals at BENCHS have been
very lucky, as we’ve had pretty
steady adoptions at the shelter.
There is almost always a waiting
list for animals needing to come
in, but since we’ve been having
such good turnover we’re able to
help so many homeless animals.
Right now we have lots of
puppies. LOTS of puppies! And of
course many, many kittens – with
more on the way! Being in the
shelter can be hard for puppies
and kittens, so if you have loving
available for fostering, please
contact us! We always need help
caring for these babies, especially
the pregnant mamas and baby
kitties.
And a great big thank you to all
of the volunteers who have been
coming in and making the shelter
a better place for the animals.
I’m very grateful on their behalf!
Cami Grams

S

“Three ways to drop a dress size and not stress over a single bite”
By Hallie Levine Sklar
Self Magazine, September 22, 2008

2. Go to the dogs
Volunteering at the pound could help you lose pounds. People who signed up to walk shelter dogs for an
hour a week lost about a pound in four weeks, early research from the University of Missouri at Columbia
showed. That’s 12 pounds a year you could shed without skipping a single dessert! In fact, other research by
study author Rebecca Johnson, Ph.D., revealed that people who walked a dog (either their own or a loaner
hound) 20 minutes a day for five days a week lost on average 14 pounds after a year. Best of all, dog walking turns out to be an easy commitment to keep. “We had a 72 percent adherence rate, which is unheard of
in most exercise programs,” Johnson says. “Some volunteers enjoyed it so much, they stayed longer to walk
more animals.” Find a shelter near you at PetFinder.com.
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Blue Earth Nicollet County Humane Society
BENCHS DONORS
Through November, 2008
Don & Shirley Peterson
Sarah Duevel
Shane & Sara Frederick
Dorothy Lindsay
Rick & Mary Gaskins
Dennis & Donna Johnson
Mary Conley & Rich Coyle
Jim & Marilyn Korth
Diana Snow
Don & Stephanie Putzier
John & Aija Grenier
Ardyth Savick
Pamela Jorgensen
James & Marcia Mason
Susan Williams
Spencer Strahan
Kristine Nelson
Trudy Dackins
Rhonda Martin
Gerri Bratcsch
Jill Frederickson Kratzke
Barbara Coughenhour
Robert & Donna Mertesdorf
Marvin & Dawn Biehn
Joe & Malda Farnham
Reinhard & Barb Riessen
Jan Lee
Tom & Sharon Klugherz
Warren & Gail Taylor
Shirley Murray
Glenette Johnson
Don & Barbara Robinson
Roger & Claire Bock
LR & Betty Caldwell
Jack & Shirley Higginbotham
Eunice Sassenberg
Jerry & Rochelle Wegman
Richard & Beatrice Kunst
Richard Lurth
Jodi Schmitz
Don & Martina Weisgram
Helen Griffith
Gene & Julie Nelson
Tammy Rossow
Joyce Malcolm
Tammy Whiteis
Denny & Karen Wahlstrom
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Bill & Polly Webster
Stephen & Nancy Rolfsrud
Adam & Marie Worrell
Robert Utermohlen
Rober & Barbara Wilson
David & Linda Johnson
Delores Greeley
Paige Snover
Mary Johnston
John & Pat Sorenson
Jean Lovett & Diane Dobitz
Terry & Gwen Henricksen
Mike & Penny Madsen
Randy & Becky Rose
Darene Rutzen
Earl & Sally LaMont
Gail McKissick
Sandra Hooker
Ruth Ballard
Mary Barrett
Kathleen McCabe
Velma McKinney
Dennis & Kathryn Tanley
Steve & Donna Oakey
Larry & Linda Giersdorf
Paul & Kathryn Durenberger
Jim & JoAnn Anton
Charles & Janet McIntyre
Arlen & Kay Skorr
Rallah & Roberta Madison
Sharon Gilligan
Steve & Connie Dirckx
Daryl & Judy Arzdorf
Tracy Hohertz
Sandra Butts
Connie Pearce
Tami Bergemann
Tammy Johnson
Calvin & Susan Baarts
Frances Kiffe
Tim Flaherty
Lora Honstad
Jim & Mary Fleming
Maggie Davis
Joseph Owens & Christine Schulz
Don & Bonnie Rew
Carol Bertrand

Laurie Drake
Jeanne Myron
Mary Stenzel
Health Options
Margaret Hasbargen
Mona Friday
Bill & Margie Jensen
Douglas & Ann Vose
Shirley Piepho
Sal Frederick
Marcia Baer
Jerry & Louise Workman
John Biederstedt
Leslie Okenson
Maria Corchran
Robert & Ruth Rankin
Neil & Joan Anderson
Jan Lewis
Deeann Dahm
Sandra Cooper
Mark Cousins
Aileen Eick
Pat Halter
Jeffrey Eaton
Laura Hammer
Gordon L Schultz
MM Evans & Son
Wade & Barbara Kester
My Father’s Daughter
Sal Alsaker
John & Judy Luther
Melvin & Lavonne Craig
Elizabeth Brown
William & Diann Boudreau
Harriet Hutcherson
Mary Waldo
Thomas Frederick
Don Strasser & Melodie Andrews
William Altnow
Nancy Lidstrom
Kathryn Schrot
Lucille Anderson
Fred & Barb Polzin
Mike & Anissa Kuiper
Walt & Margaret Anderson
Judith Ehmke
Louisa Smith

winter 2008
Robert & Heidi Neumiller
Tom & Ruth Aberwald
Carol Skorr
Mary Milbradt
Mallory Hoffman
Bill Dawley
Neal & Kay Lund
Esther Traphagen
Keith Hamm
Betty Rykhus
Don & Becky Waskosky
Mike & Kim Smith
Karen Panowitsch
Andrea Eastman
Savannah Weller
Coughlan Companies
Goodrich Construction
Roger & Linda Greenwald
Jim & Karen O’Laughlin
Ralph & Carol Betzing
Mary Hanna
Vance Stuehrenberg & Mary Styndl
Jim & Florence Killion
Ginny Eastvold
Richard & Priscilla Menne
Carol Lee & Dave Ross
Mike & Karen Mitchell
Jan Boyum
Judith Ahistrom
Donald Kiaseus
Mona Fenichel
Dave & Molly Rengstorf
Jane Schreader
Trista Delaney
Lora Lamp
Wayne & Mavis Anderson
Lois C. Anderson
Sandy Forliti

Donations Made in
Memory of Loved Ones
Verle Salsbery
Charlotte Pleiss
Margie Walsh
Milton Owens
Gladys Lovett
Dorothy Kirkman
Faye Smith
Donald Rachut
Irene Halverson
Jill Shirley
Devina Anderson

Donations Honoring the
Following Friends of BENCHS

We have had several donations honoring
individuals for an event that is
significant to the donor & honoree.
This is a great new idea and we are pleased to
accept these gifts in honor of our friends.
Blenda Bullard’s birthday
Mike & Ann Beckius’ marriage

Donations Made in
Memory of Departed Pets
Cathy Rieff & Pat Touhey’s cat “Peanut” and dog “Sammy”
Robert & Ruth Rankin’s dog “Bear”
Sal Alsaker’s pet “Shyley”
“Minnie Pearl”
“Luna”

Our animal friends may leave us all too soon . . .
but their paw prints will dance gently on our hearts forever.

Walt Anderson, Broker Associate
Caring about your every move
RE/MAX Area Experts
1635 N Riverfront Dr., Mankato, MN
Direct: 507-625-2240
Fax: 800-875-1812
ABR®, ACRE®, CRS®, GRI®, ePRO, SRES®
(on the web) www.waltanderson.com
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517 Madison Avenue
Mankato, Minnesota 56001

Phone: (507) 625-6373
E-mail: b3nchs@yahoo.com
Web site: www.benchs.org
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

We Need Your Help!

We need the help of caring and compassionate individuals like YOU! BENCHS is a grass
roots effort that does not receive any government funding. The daily operating costs of the
shelter are funded by community donations, memberships, grants and
fundraisers.
For only $30 for an individual or $100 for a business, YOU could become a
member of BENCHS and help us take care of the homeless animals in our region.
Your membership donation will goes toward the BENCHS general operating fund, which pays
for cat and dog food, toys, collars and kitty litter. That money is also used to pay our marvelous
staff and our veterinary bills.
BENCHS accepts animals from Blue Earth and Nicollet counties, the Mankato
Animal Impound and the Nicollet County pound. Every month about 50 animals are brought
to the shelter. BENCHS is a no-kill shelter, and treats and cares for all animals until they are
adopted.
This is an exciting time for BENCHS, as we prepare to build a new shelter facility. Join us
and be a part of BENCHS historic year!
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