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BENCHS
Welcomes New
Executive
Director
Andrew Burk Joins BENCHS Staff
The Board of Directors of Blue Earth Nicollet County Humane Society
(BENCHS) is pleased to announce new leadership in the organization. The
Board of Directors conducted a national search at the end of 2018 which
generated 50 applicants. At their monthly board meeting on Monday,
January 14th, the Board of Directors introduced Andrew Burk of North
Mankato as the shelter’s Executive Director.
Burk has a bachelor of arts degree in Speech Communications from the
University of Illinois Urbana. He has spent his career in the field of retail
management, customer service, marketing, and branding. Most recently,
he served as the Store Manager for Lowe’s Home Improvement in
Owatonna. Susan Kroon, president of BENCHS’ Board of Directors, noted
that “Andrew brings a wealth of leadership experience to the shelter.”
As the Executive Director for BENCHS, Burk will oversee overall
management of the organization. His experience in management, budget,
operations, and marketing will allow BENCHS to plan more effectively for
the future and introduce innovative approaches to sharing our mission. He
will continue the shelter’s efforts with business partners, and will lead the
shelter in communications with city and county animal welfare
communities. BENCHS currently maintains contracts for animal sheltering
services with City of Mankato. The board decided to maintain the shelter’s
manager position.
Burk began his new role at the shelter on January 9, 2019. The
transition of adding an Executive Director to the shelter management has
been smooth and effective. Burk said Sunday, as he began his career in
animal welfare, “I have found what I was truly meant to do!” Burk and his
wife Brooke have two little girls, as well as rescue dogs of their own.
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In June, 2019, BENCHS will be celebrating our 50th Anniversary. To mark this milestone, we
will be hosting a year-long series of events, including hosting an Open House.
In addition to our usual events like the Plant Sale on June 1 and the Garage Sale in
September, Running for the Rescues 5K-9 returns on September 29 and we're adding a new
event, Yappy Hour, on June 23 at Rounders and Blue Bricks. Throughout the year, we'll be
offering tours of the shelter, Puppy Love Events where you can spend time playing with some of
our puppies, and events supporting BENCHS at local restaurants. Watch the website and
Facebook page for the latest information.
Our goal is to raise $50,000 in celebration of this milestone!
Most events are still in the planning stages and could use some volunteers. If you are
interested in helping with our celebration, please contact Suzy at 507-625-6373 or
info@benchs.org.

Thank You
Without the support of the community, BENCHS would not be able to provide the care
that we do. This quarter we'd like to thank
- Alpha Media, KEYC TV and The Free Press for free publicity
- Buffalo Wings and Rings & 1000 Degree Pizza for sponsoring fundraisers
- WOW Zone for hosting the Pins for Paws Bowling Tournament
- Country Inn and Suites for hosting the Wine & Beer Tasting Event
- Snell Motors for hosting Puppy Love
-PetSmart for hosting our Puppy and Kitten Adoption Parties, providing space for
microchipping events and Bake Sales and giving us space for some of our adoptable
cats.
Thanks to the donors who use Employer Matches from 3M, Verizon, Federated
Insurance, Consolidated Communications, United Health, and Target to donate to
BENCHS. Thanks also to the members of Thrivent Financial for electing to donate their
Donors Choice dollars to us and to all of our AmazonSmiles members.
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Juniper's Story
Sometimes special bundles are dropped into our
laps at the most unexpected time. For our own
Mikayla, that bundle was Little Miss Juniper.
Saved from euthanasia, Juniper came to
BENCHS with a zest for life despite having
paralyzed hind legs. Juniper was born with
multiple birth defects, but she never let them
keep her down.
Juniper couldn’t stay at the shelter, so Mikayla
took her home. Just for one night. One night
turned into a week, a month, a year. As this tiny
little puppy grew so did Mikayla’s love for her.
Overall, Juniper was a typical dog. She helped
cook supper and chased her tail. Playing with her
sister Koda was a highlight of her day. She loved
to go shopping and out for walks.
A typical dog in every sense of the word. However, she was different. We had wheels made
just for her, but she preferred to scoot around on a blanket. In addition to her paralysis, Juni
had many other medical needs, which meant continuous care, including daily bathing. Mikayla
and her mom, Lorie, took on that challenge from day one. Mikayla and Lorie fostered Juniper
for 393 days.
This is a part of BENCHS many of you are not aware of. It’s called fospice. We don’t talk
about it much. You see, Mikayla graciously opened not only her home, but her heart to a
puppy she knew would not live a long life. But Mikayla was determined to give Juniper the life
she deserved...a life filled with normalcy, fun and love!
Unfortunately, Juniper’s time to cross the rainbow bridge arrived earlier this month. For those
of you who have had to make that decision, you know it is one of the toughest decisions of
your life. Our hearts go out to Mikayla and Lorie, for their lives were forever changed by this
special dog. Run free Juniper!
Mikayla and Lorie sent this message for everyone:
Many people have reached out asking if there’s anything they can do.
Yes. Yes, there is something you can do.
Go to your local shelter and... adopt.
If you can’t adopt...foster.
If you can’t foster...donate.
If you can’t donate, volunteer.
If you can’t volunteer...educate...yourself and others.
You may not change the world saving one animal,
but for that one animal you are changing their world.
Thank you Mikayla, Lorie, and Koda for changing Juniper’s world!
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Congratulations
Congratulations and thank you to the
Rotary 2019 Service Above Self Award
winners.
The awards recognized two individuals and
one group who continuously demonstrate
exemplary service through personal
volunteer efforts that help others.
The winners for 2019 are Tom Rekstein,
Doug Faust and The Blue Earth Nicollet
County Humane Society.

Add Your Memory to Our
Garden
BENCHS has a beautiful series of gardens on our property. The focal
point being the Memorial Walkway that is lined with personalized bricks
and pavers. These bricks have messages on them from friends and
family.
In the spring and summer the flowers will bloom all along the walkway
and we invite you to come and enjoy it. In celebration of our
anniversary. we are selling new bricks and pavers to be installed in
2020. Our goal is to add 50 bricks to our garden!
If you would like to purchase a brick ($250) or paver ($500) please use
the order form on the next page and we can get you an order form and
your loved ones will be remembered in the walkway also. If you have
questions, please contact Suzy at 507-625-6373.

Girlfriend

We are sad to announce that our BENCHS alumn, Girlfriend, passed
away unexpectedly in February. You may remember Girlfriend as the
beautiful pit-mix puppy who was found in a Texas alleyway. Her head
was sliced open, her ears were cut off and she had extensive chemical
burns down her back. The homeless man who found her put his
pennies together to buy superglue to glue her wounds together until he
was able to get her to safety. Everyone who met Girlfriend wondered
how she could be SO loving even after starting life so horribly.
Girlfriend spent the last 7 months of her life living the best life a dog
could ask for. We are so thankful to the family who gave her the life
she deserved, a life without harm. Rest in peace Girlfriend, you will be
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Happy Tails
Cheeseburgers. Who would have guessed that cheeseburgers
were the way to their heart? After a couple weeks of bonding over
cheeseburgers, the time finally arrived for Mija and Tessa to leave
BENCHS with their new friend, Katherine. Katherine has been
instrumental in locating a new home for the sisters who lived at
BENCHS for over a year.
Once she found the perfect home, Katherine began the transition
process...cheeseburgers in hand. Every day, she visited with Mija
and Tessa,using cheeseburgers to lure them in and kindness to
gain their trust. She also started teaching Mija sign language and
it began to work. Finally, Katherine came to take Mija and Tessa
home with her for a short transition time. They will then make the
trip out of state to their new home, to live their new life.
While the staff and volunteers at the shelter are happy to see Mija
and Tessa leave, the tears in their eyes showed how much the
sisters will be missed. A special thank you goes out to the staff
and walkers who were in M & T's inner circle. You loved and
cared for them like family, and just know...they will miss you too!

Tessa and Mija

UPDATE! Harley has found her forever family and is loving her new
home!
One year old, little Miss Harley, arrived at the shelter one morning
from Texas. We noticed immediately that she was experiencing
complications from her recent spay surgery. She was taken to the vet,
and emergency surgery was performed immediately. They weren't
certain what is wrong, so they had to do an exploratory surgery to find
and fix the problem.
Harely's surgery cost over $1,000. A request for help to pay for this
unexpected medical cost, was posted on Facebook while Harely was
on her way to the vet. Within a short time $1,415 was raised. Thanks
to these geneous donors, Harley's surgery was paid in full and we
have a nest egg tucked away for the next animal arriving with an
unexpected medical need.

Harley
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Membership Has Benefits
In honor of our anniversary, BENCHS has revamped its membership program. You can choose from a vairiety
of levels, and choose to pay your dues monthly. A significant reward of membership is knowing that your
support is helping BENCHS animals and creating a more humane community. Your membership will start from
the date your dues are received and remain in effect for 1 year. At that time you will be invited to renew or
change your membership level. All memberships include voting privileges for members over age 18 and
recognition of membership on the website.
If you are already a Kibble Klub member, your membership will continue. Current monthly donors may request
that their donation be considered a membership. To set up a monthly payment on your dues, go to our website
at www.benchs.org/join-benchs.html or contact Kathy at treasurer@benchs.org or 507-625-6373.
To become a member, complete this form, and mail it with your payment to BENCHS, 1250 N. River Dr.,
Mankato, MN 56001

I don't wish to become a member at this time, but will donate $__________

Blue Earth Nicollet County
Humane Society
1250 N. River Dr.
Mankato, MN 56001
Phone: 507-625-6373
E-mail: info@benchs.org

Find us on the Web:
www.benchs.org
Friend us on Facebook:
animalshelter/BENCHS
Follow us on Twitter:
bbenchs
Instagram:
benchs/adoptable/animals

Thank You, Volunteers
Every individual who volunteers for BENCHS has the power to create change.
Whether it be the elementary school students who donate items for the cats and dogs
- to the college student who needs community service hours - to Sue B. who spends
hours at the shelter coordinating the volunteers and whipping the building into shape!
We celebrate the impact your volunteer service makes on our mission of finding loving
forever homes for lost, abandoned and neglected animals. You can become a
volunteer by completing our interest form at www.benchs.org/volunteer.html
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